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Home Rule Charter
of the

City of Alexandria, Minnesota

ARTICLE 1 — NAME, B‘OUNDARIES, POWERS, AND
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 1.01. Name, Boundaries of City.

The City of Alexandria, in the County of Douglas and State of Minne-
sota, upon taking effect of this charter, shall coniinue to be a municipal
corporation, under the name and siyle of the City of Alexandria, with the
same boundaries as now are or hereafter may be established.

Sec. 1.02. Wards,

The City of Alexandria shall be divided into five wards, the boundaries
of which shall be as they now are or may hereafter be established. The city
council shall have the power by ordinance {0 change the boundaries of such
wards as they. may -deem necessary, but shall have no power to change
the number of wards.

Seec. 1.03. General Powers

The city shall have all powers which it may now or hereafter he possible
for a municipal corporation in this state to exercise in harmony with the
constitutions of this state and of the United States. It is the intention of this
charter that every power which the people of the City of Alexandria might
lawfully confer upon themselves as a municipal corporation by specific
enumergtion in this charter shall be deemed to have been so conferred by
the provisions of this section, This charter shall be construed libera.:lly in
favor of the city, and the specific mention of particular powers in the
charter shall not be construed as limiting in any way the generality of
the power herein sought to be conferred.
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See. 1.04. Certain Enumerated Powers.

Specifically, and without limiting in any way the generality of Sec.
1.03, the city shall have the power:

(g) to take and hold, by purchase, condemnation, gift, devise or other-
wise, and to lease and convey, all such property of any kind, within
or without its boundaries, as iis purposes may reguire or as may
be useful or beneficial to its inhabitants: :

(b) to contract with the county or with other municipalities for such
joint services and utilities as the city may deem desirable, and
for all other lawful purposes; .

(¢) to levy taxes and expend money for the treatment, purification,
and betterment of the waters in lakes within, without, and adjacent
to the corporate limits of said city.

Sec. 1.05. By Whom Exercised.

All powers of the City of Alexandria, except as otherwise provided by
this chater, shall be exercised by the city council or under its direction.

ARTICLE II — FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND CITY OFFICERS
- Sec. 2.01. Elective Officers.

The elective officers of the city shall be the five members of the coun-
cil, and the mayor. All such officers shall be qualified electors of-the city.
The members of the council and the mayor shall hold their respective
offices for a term of two years commencing on January 2nd next follow-
ing their election, and, at the expiration of their terms, until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified.

Sec. 2.02. Council.
Subd. 1. Membership.

The council shall consist of one member from each ward, who shall
be 3 bona fide resident of that ward. The mayor shall have no vote in the
proceedings of the council except in the case of a tie. :

Subd. 2. Meetings.

Regular meetings of the city council shall be held on the second and
fourth Mondays in each month, at 7:00 P.M., unless otherwise determined
by a resolution adopted by a four-fifths vote of the council. A majority
of the council shall constitute a quorum. The mayor or any iwo members
of the council may call a special meeting of the council upon such notice
given to the mayor and all council members who can be reasonably locat-
ed. All meetings of the council shall be public. Any citizen shall have
access to the minutes and records of such meetings at all reasonable times.

Subd. 3. Rules of Procedure.

Robert’'s Rules of Order Revised will be the governing guide to all
council proceedings and a journal of all special and regular proceedings
shall be kept. '

Subd. 4. Investigative Powers

The council, or any officer or officers authorized by them, shall have
power to investigate the affairs of the city, and for that purpose to sub-
poena witnesses, administer oaths, and compel the production of books and
papers. The council may ai any time provide for the examination or audit
of the accounts of any officer or depariment.
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Sec. 2.03. Mayor.
Subd. 1. Powers and Duties, Generally.

_» .The mayorishall :be the presiding officer of the council. At the first
meeting in January, a pres1dent pro tempore shall be chigsen by the coun-
c11 ‘who shgll: serve ag presment in' the mayor’s absencs, and as a.cting
mayor when:the mayor-is absent from the city or when” ‘the mayor is
prevented by -disability from performing the duties of the office. The
mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the city and shall have
command and control of its police force. The mayor shall exercise all
powers and perform all clut1es conferred and imposed upon the mayor
by this charter, the ordinances of the city, and the constitution and sta-
tutes of the State of Minnesota. The president pro tempore shall not re-
linguish right to vote during the council meeting sn'nply beca.use of the
designation as preszdent pro tempore.

Subd. 2. The Veio Power.

Every -ordinaice, every- resolution, and every imotion  of the -council
i_nvolvin'g the expenditure of public funds or the granting of licenses or
permits, before it takes effect, shall be presented to the mayor forthwith
for approval, If he shall approve it, he shall sigh the same, biit if he dis-
approves. it, he shall return it.to the council with his objections thereto,
by depositing the same with the clerk, to be presented to the council at its
nexi regular meeting, or at a special meeting called for that purpose. Upon
the return of any erdinance, resolution or motion as aforesaid, the vote by
‘which the same was passed shall be deemed to have been reconsidered, and
the question shall be puf again upon the passage of the same, notw1thstand—
ing the objections of .the mayor; and if, upon:.such submission, the councii
shall pass the same by a four-fifths vote of all its members, it shall have
the same effect as if approved by the mayor. If any ordmance resolution
or motion aforesaid shall not be deposited with the clerk by the mayor with-
in five days after it shall have been presenied to him, it shall have the
same effect as it approved by him. ’

Sec, 2.04. Subordinate Officers.

- Theie shall be a city clerk who shall also act as treasurer, a deputy
city clerk, a city attorney, a city engineer, a city assessor, a street com-
missioner and such other subordinate officers as are designated in this
charier or the council may create, each of whom shall be appointed by
the, ;;;Qunc;l /The duties of the varmus officers may be altered or combmed.
as thé ‘colineil may see fit. ,

Sec. 2.05. Clty Clerk, Deputy City Clerk.

The city clerk shall be the clerk of the city council. He shall have the
care and custody of the corporate seal of the city and, with the exception
of those papers and records. pertaining sirictly fo the: operation and main-
tenance of -the public -utilities. hereinafier provided for, of all papers, instru-
ments, files and records of the city, He shall prepare and sigh. all orders
and warrants, excepting the warrants of the public utilities hereinaffer
mentioned, and shall keep such records and accounts as he shall be re-
quired to keep by this charter or by the council. He shall keep in perman-
ent form minutes of all council meetings, e shall have all the powers,
rights and privileges and shall perform all the duties imposed or grantéd
by the city council, or by the statuies of the State of Minnesota, so far as
applicable, and except as-herein otherwise provided. Puring the absence or
disability of the city clerk; the deputy clerk shall have all the powers, rights
and privileges, and Sharll perform all the dutles granted to or imposed upon
the city clerk.
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See. 2.06. Vacancies,
Subd. 1. Mayor,

In the event of a vacancy in the office of mayor, whether by death,
resignation or any other cause, the council shall forthwith order a special
election to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term; provided, however, that
if such vacancy occurs less than six months before the expiration of the
term of said mayor, then no special election shall be held, but the duties
of said mayor shall rest upon and be discharged by the president pro
tempore of the council as fully and to all intents and purposes as if said
president pro tempore were the duly elected and qualified@ mayor.

Subd. 2. Council,

A vacancy in the council shall be deemed to exist in any case where
a person elected thereto:

(a) fails to qualify within 30 days from and after his election,

(b} dies, resigns, is removed from office, removes from the ward in
which elected.

(¢) is continuously absent from the city for more than three months.
(d) is convicted of a felony, either before or after he qualifies.

{(e) fails, without good cause, to perfoi‘m any of the duties of his
. office for a period of three months,

In each case, the council shall by resolution declare such vacancy to
exist, and shell forthwith appoint an eligible person to fill the vacancy
for the unexpired term of said office,

Sec. 2.07. Salaries.
Subd. 1. Elective Officers.

The salaries for all elective officers shall be in accordance with Min-
nesota Statutes 415.11, as amended.

Subd. 2. Appointive Officers and Employees.

The salaries of all appointive officers and the wages of all employees of
the city, except employees of the Board of Public Works, shall be fixed by
the city couneil.

Subd, 3. Certain Salaries Not to be Increased,

The salary of no elective officer shall be increased during the term
for which he is elected except as authorized by Minnesota Statutes 415.11,
‘as amended. '

Sec. 2.08. Oath of Office.

Every officer of the city before entering upon the duties of his office
shall take and subscribe an oath of office in substantially the following
form:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) to support the Constitution of the
United States, and of the State of Minnesota, and faithfully to discharge
the duties devolving upon me as —— of the City of
Alexandria, to the best of my judgement and akility.”
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See. 2.09. Official Bonds.

The city clerk, the deputy city clerk, and such other officers as the
council or the various commissions may direct, shall each, before entering
upon the duties of their respective offices, be required to give bond to the
city, in such sum as may be fixed by the council or the commissions, as
additional security for the faifhful performance of their respective duties
and the safekeeping of the moneys, funds, securities, and property belonging
to the city or any of its departments or commissions, or under their control.
Such bonds shall beapproved by the council or the commissions, as the case
may be, and shall then be filed with the city clerk. The provisions of the
statutes of the State of Minnesota relative to- official bonds, not inconsistent
with this charter, shall be compiled with, '

Sec. 2.10. Incompatible Offices.”

No member of the council shall hold any other municipal office or be-
come an employee of said city while' serving as such council member. No
former member shall be appointed fo any paid appointive office or-em-
ployment of the city; which officé or employment was created, or the
emoluments of which were increased, during the term as council member,
until two years after the expiration of the term for which elected.

ARTICLE III — PROCEDURE OF COUNCIL
See, 3.01.,;.,Legislatioii to be by Ordinance. L

 Except as in this charter otherwise provided, all legislation shail be by
ordinance. The Tinal vote upon all ordihances or resolutions shall be by ayes
and nays, and the vote of each mettiber shall be recorded in the minutes. The
affirmative vote.of a majority of all members of the council shall be re-
quired for the passage of all ordinances and resolutions, except as otherwise
provided in this charter.

Sec. 3.02. Adoption of Ordinances.

Every ordinance shall be presenfed in writing. No ordinance except
an emergency ordinance shall be passed at the meeting at which it is
introduced. At least fourteen days shall elapse between the introduction
of.gny ordinance, except an emergency ordinance, and its findl passage.
Every ordinance shall be puplished forthwith once in the official news-
paper of the city and shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication, except in the case of emergency ordinances. Notwithstanding
any reference to:publication of ordinances, if the city council, in its dis-
eretion, “determines that the publication of the complete text. of an ordin-
ance is not economically feasible, the council may, by four-fifths vote,
direct that publication by reference be made. If publication by reference is
made the caption of the ordinance shall be published in lieu of the entire
text and a brief and concise statement therefor substituted stating that
it is not economically feasible to publish the entire text of the ordinance
and that the full official copy of the ordinance is on file in the office of
the city clerk and copies are available to any interested person during the
regular office hours of the city clerk.

Sec, 3.03. Signing and Recording Ordinances.

Every ordinance upon its passage, shall be signed by the mayor or
by two other. members attested to by the clerk and filed in the clerks
office, The clerk forthwith shall record such ordinance in a book Kkept
for the purpose and the record shall be. certified by the clerk. Nothing
her%in shall limit the veto power of the mayor as set forth. in Sec. 2.03,
Subd.. 2. - : .
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Sec. 3.04. Amendment and Repeal of Ordinances,

Every ordinance purporting to amend an ordinance shall set forth
therein the section or sections of the original ordinance in the form that
such section or sections will read when amended, Every ordinance for the
repeal of an ordinance shall refer to the ordinance to be repealed by its
number and its caption,

Sec. 3.05. Adoption of Resolutions.

Every resolution shall be in writing and shall be read in full at a
council meeting before the vote thereon is taken, except that the reading
thereof may be dispensed with by unanimous consent. All resolutions shall
be signed by the mayor, attested by the clerk, recorded and kept on file
in the office of the clerk.

Resolutions need not be published in full, but a proper reference to
each resolution shall be made in the minutes of the council meeting at
which it is adopted, showing the purpose and character of the resolution.

Sec. 3.06. Emergency Ordinances.

An emergency ordinance is an ordinance for the immediate preservation
of the public peace, health or safety, in which the emergency is defined or
declared in the preamble thereto. There shall be a separate vote on the pre-
amble by recorded ayes and nays to determine whether or not an emei-
gency exists. An emergency ordinance may be enacted at the meeting at
which it is initroduced and upon one reading thereof., Such emergency or-
dinance shall be published, but such ordinance shall take effect immediately
upon its passage and before publication. No grant of any franchise or
sale or lease of property shall be construed to be an emergency ordinance
or resolution. .

ARTICLE IV — NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
See. 4.01. Law Governing.

All general laws of the State of Minnesota relating to elections and
the preliminaries thereof shall, as far as applicable, apply to and -
govern all elections under this charter. The returns shall be made {o the
clerk within two days after any election under this charter.

The council shall meet and canvass the returns and declare the
result as appears from such returns within three days after the election,
and the clerk shall forthwith give notice in writing to the officers elected
of their respective elections. A plurality of votes for elective officers shall
constitute an election. When two or more persons shall receive an equal
number of votes for the same office the election shall be determined by
the casting of lots, in the presence of the council, at such time and place
and in such manner as it may direct.

Sec. 4,02, Regular Municipal Election.

“The regular municipal election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November in each year, at such places as the city council may
designate. Council Members from wards 1, 2 and 4 shall be elected in even
numbered years. Council Members from wards 3, 5, and the mayor shall
be elected in odd numbered years. All elective officers provided by this
charter shall assume their duties on the January 2nd following such
election. Fach ward shall constitute at least one election distriet, and ad-
ditional election disiriets may be established, and the boundaries thereof
subsequently changed in the manner provided by law. At least fifteen days
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previous notice shall be given by the city clerk of the time and the places
of holding such election, and of the officers to be elected, by posting a
notice thereof in .at. least one public place in each election district, or by
publishing .a.notice thereof at least once in the official newspaper of the
city or both, as the counecil may ordain, but. failure.to give such notice
shall not invalidate suech election, ,

Sec. 403. Spec:a.l Electoil,ls.

. The council may by resolution order a special election, fix the
time of holding the same, and provide all means for holding such special
election. The procedure at such election shall conform as nearly as possible
to that herein provided for other municipal elections,

Sec. 4.04. Judges of Election.

The council shall at least ten days before each " municipal election
appoint such judges of election as it may deem necessary, each of whom
shall be a qualified elector of the district that person serves,

ARTICLE V — INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL
Sec. 5.0L. - General Provisions.
Subd. 1. Powers Reserved by the People.

The people of Alexandria reserve to ~themselves the powers in
accordance “with the provisions of this charter to initiate and adopt
ordinances+and. resolutions, to require measures passed by the council to be
referred to the electorate for approval or disappoval, and to recall elected
public officials, ‘These powers shall be called initiative, the referendum,
and: the recall respectlvely .

Subd 2. Expéndltures by Petitioners,

~ No member ‘'of any initiative, referendum or recall c0mm1ttee, no
circular of a. sxgnature paper, and no signer of any such paper, or any
other person;-shall a.ccept or offer any reward, pecuniary or otherwise,
for service rendered in’ connectmn with the clrculatlon thereof, but this
shall: not prevent any such committee from- incurring expenses for legal
advice, stamonery, copying, printing, and notaries’ fees. Any violation of
the provisions of this section shall constitute a mlsdemeanor

Subd. 3. Further Regulatlons

The council, as scon as possible afier organization of the city gov-
ernment. under this charter, shall provide by ordinance such . fur-
their regulations for the initiative, referendum, and recall, not inconsistant
with this charter, as may be deemed necessary. Such. ordinances shall in-
clude the relevant prov1sxons of this cha.rter .

LT

See.- 5.02. Initiative.
Suhd 1. Genera,lly

Any five electors may form themselves into a committee for the
initiation of ahy measure of public concern. After formulating their
measure they shall file a verified copy thereof with the city clerk, together
with their names-and addresses as members of such committee, They shall
also attach a verified copy of the proposed measure to each of the signature
papers herein described, together with their names and addresses as spon-
sors -therefor.
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Subd. 2. Form of Petition and Signatwre Papers.

The petition for the adoption of any measure shall consist of the
measure, together with all the signature papers and affidavits thereto
attached, Such petition shall not be complete unless signed by a number
of voters equal to at least ten per cent of the total number of votes cast
at the last preceding regular municipal election. ‘All the signatures need not
be on one signature paper, but the circulator of every stuch paper shall
make an affidavit that each signature appended {o the paper is the genuine
signature of the person whose name it purports to be. Each signature paper
shall be substantially the following form: :

Initiative Petition

proposing an ordinance (or resolution, as the case may be) to .
(stating the purpose of the measure), a copy of which
ordinance (or resolution) is hereto attached. This measure is sponsored
by the following commitiee of electors:

Name . Address

1
9
3

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of
the circulator, mentioned above. '

Subd. 3. TFiling of Petition and Action Thereon,

All the signature papers shall be filed in the office of the city clerk
as one instrument. Within five days after the filing of the petition the
city clerk shall ascertain by examination the number of electors whose
signatures are appended thereto, and whether this number is at least ten
per cent of the total number of electors who cast their votes at the last
preceding regular municipal election. If he finds the petition insufficient or
irregular, he shall at once notify one or more of the commitiee of Sponsors’
of that fact, certifying the reasons for his finding. The committee shall then
be given thirty days in which to file additional signature papers and to
correct the petition in all other particulars. If ai the end of that period
the petition is found to be still insufficient or irregular, the clerk shall file
the same in his office and shall notify each member of the commiitee of
that fact. The final finding of the insufficiency or irregularity of & petition
shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same purpose, nor
shall it prevent the council from referring the measure to the electors at
the next regular or any special election, at its. option.

Subd. 4. Action of Council on Petition.

Whenever the petition shall be found to be sufficient, the city
clerk shall so certify to the council at its next meeting, stating the
number of petitioners, and the percentage of the total number of voters
‘which they constitute, and the council shall at once read the measure and
refer it to an appropriate committee, which may be a committee of ihe
awhole. The committee or council shall thereupon provide for public hear-
ings upon the measure, after the holding of which the measure shall be
finally acted upon by the council not later than sixty-five days after the date
upon which such measure was submitted to the council by the city clerk.
1f the council shall fail to pass the proposed measure, or shall pass it in
a form different from that set forth in-the petition and unsatisfactory to the
petitioners, the proposed measure shall be submitted by the council to the
vote of the electors at the next regular municipal election. But in case the
number of signers of said petition is equal to at least fifteen per cent of the
total number of voters voting at the last regular municipal election, then the
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council shall call a special election upon the measure to be held not less
than thirty nor more than forty-five days from such date, unless a regular
election is to cccur within three months, in which case it may be submitted
at such regular municipal election. In case the council passes the proposed
measure with amendments and at least four-fifths of the committee of
petitioner do not express their dissatisfaction with such amended form by
a certificate filed with the city clerk within ten days from the passage
thereof by the council, then the measure need not be submitted io the
electors. }

Subd. 5. Initiative Ballots.

The ballots used when voting upon any such proposed measure
shall state the substance thereof, and shall give the voter the
cpportunity to vote either “For the measure” or “Against the measure.”
If o majority of the electors voting on any such measure shall vote in favor
thereof, it shall thereupon become an ordinance or resolution of the city
a5 the case may be. Any number of proposed messtres may be voted upon
at the same election, but in case there shall be more than one, the voter
shall be allowed to vote for or against each separately.

Subd, 6. Initiation of Charter Amendments,

Nothing in this charfer contained shall be construed as in any
way affecting the right of the eleciors under the constitution and
statutes of Minnesota to propose amendments to this.charter, -

See. 5.03.. Referendum.

Subd. 1. Generally.

If prior ‘to the date when an ordinance or resolution takes effect
& petition  signed by. qualified electors of the city equal in number
to fifteen per cent of the total vote at the last regular municipal election
be filed with the city clerk requesting that any such ineasure, or any part
thereof, be repealed or be submitted to a vote of the electors, the said
measure shall thereby be prevented from going into operation. The. council
shall thereupon reconsider the sdid measure at its next regular meeting
and either repeal the same, or repeal the sections thereof to which objection

-has been raised by the petitioners, or by aye and nay vote reafiirm its

adherence to the measure as passed., In the latier case the council shall
immediately order an election to be held thereon, pending which the ordi-
nance -or resolution shall remain suspended. If a majorily of the voters
voting thereon  are opposed to the measure, it shall not become effeciive;
ctherwise it shall go into effect immediately or on the daie  therein
specified.

Subd. 2, Referendum Petition.

The requirements laid down in Section 5.02, Subdivisions 1 and 2 as to
the formation of committees for the initiation of measures and as to the
form of petitions and signature papers shall apply to the referendum as far
as possible, but with such verbal changes as may be necessary, A refer-
endum petition shall read as follows:

Referendum Petition
proposing the repeal (or partial repeal, as the case may be) of an ordninance
{or resolution, as the case may be) to (stating the purpose of the measure),
a copy of which ordinance (or resolution) is hereto attached. The proposed
repeal is sponsored by the following committee of electors:
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Name Address

O ph 00 b

_ The undersigned petitioners, understanding the nature of the measure
hereto attached, and believing it to be deterimental to the welfare of the
city, petition the council for its submission fo a vote of the electors for
their approval or disapproval. '

Name Address

1
2
3

Subd. 3. Referendum Ballots,

The ballots used in any referendum election shall conform as nearly
as possible to the rules laid down in Sec. 5.02, Subd. 5, of this charter for
initiative ballots. ‘

See. 5.04. Recall

Subd, 1. Generally.’

Any five electors may form themselves into a committee for the
purpose of bringing about the recall of any elected officer of the
city, and any five electors of any ward may form themselves into a
committee for the purpose of bringing about the recall of any elected officer
of that ward. The committee shall certify to the city clerk the name of the
.officer whose removal is sought, a statement of the grounds for removal
in not more than two hundred and fifty words and their intention to bring
about his recall. A copy of this ceriificate shall be attached to each sigha-
nature paper and no signature paper shall be put into circulation previous
to such certification,

Subd. 2. Recall Petitions,

The petition for the recall of any officia]l shall consist of a certifi-
cate identical with that filed with the city clerk together with all
the signature papers and affidavits thereto attached. All the signatures
‘need not be on one signature paper, but the circulator of every such paper
shall make anh affidavit that each signature appended to the paper is the
genuirie signature of the person whose name it purports ito be. Each
signature paper shall be in substantially the following form:

Recall Petition
proposing the recall of : from
his office as : , which recall
is sought for the reasons set forth in the attached certififate. This movement
is sponsored by the following committee of electors:

Name ‘ Address

O 0 N

The undersigned electors, understanding the nature of the charges
against the officer herein sought to be recalled, desire the holding of arecall
election for that purpose.
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Name Address
1
2
3

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the
circulator mentioned above,

Subd. 3. Filing of Petitions,

Within thirty days after the filing of the original certificate, the
committee shall file the completed petition in the office of the city clerk,
The city clerk shall examine the same within the next five days, and it
he finds it irregular in any way or finds that the number of signers is less
than twenty-five per cent of the total number of electors of the ¢ity or ward,
as the case may be, who cast their votes at the last preceding regular
municipal election for all candidates for the office in question, he shall so
notify one or more members of the committee. The committee shall then
be given ten days in which to file additional signature papers and to correct
the petition in ali other respects, but they may not change the statement of
the grounds upon which the recall is sought. If atthe end of that time the
city clerk finds the petition still insufficient or irregular he shall notify all
the members of the committee to that effect and shall file the petition in
his office. No further action shall be faken thereon.

Subd 4, Recall Electmn.

If the petition or amended petition be found sufficient, the city
clérk- shall transmit it to the counecil without delay, and shall also
officially notify the person sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the
petition and of the pending action. The couneil shall ai its next meeting,
by motion, provide for the holding of a special recall election throughout

-the city or in the ward in question, not less than thirty nor more than

forty-five days thereafter, provided that if any other municipal election is
to occur within sixty days after such meeting, the council may in its
diseretion provide for the holding of the recall election st that time,

In the published call for the election, whether posted on bulletin
beards or printed in the official paper, there shall be given the
statement of the grounds for the reczall and also, in not more than 500
words, the answer of the officer concerned in justification of his course in
office, Candidates to succeed the officer to be recalled shall be nominated
in the usual way, and the election shall be conducted as far as possible
in accordance with the usual procedure in municipal elections.

Subd. 5. Ferm of Recall Ballot.

Unless the officer whose removal is sought shall have resighed within
ten days after the receipt by the council of the completed recall petition,
the form of the ballot at such election shall be as near as may be: “Shall
A __ be recalled from the office of
?” the name of the officer whose recall is sought being
inserted in place of A, and the electors shall be permitted to vote sep-
arately “Yes” or “No” upon this gquestion, The hallot shall also contain
the names of the candidates to be voted upon to fill the vacancy, in case
the recall issuccessful, under the caption: “Candidates to fill the place of A,
if recalled.” But the officer whose recall is sought shall not himself be, a can-
didate upon such ballot., In case a majority of those voting for and against
the recall of any official shall vote in favor of recalling such official, the
official shall be thereby removed from office, and in that event, the
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candidate who receives the highest number of votes for the office shall
be elected thereto for the remainder of the unexpired term. If the officer
sought to be recalled shall have resigned within ten days after the receipt
by the council of the completed recall petition, the vacancy shall be filled
in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 2.06, Subd. 2.

ARTICLE V1 — ADMINISTRATION OF CITY AFFAIRS
Sec. 6.01. Departments Created.

The following departments of the City of Alexandria are hereby created:
Board of Public Works; Fire; Health; Police; Planning; Park and Recrea~
tion; Library; Airport; and Police Commission; and the council may
ereate in addition such other departments, boards, commission or bureaus
for the administration of the city’s affairs as may seem necessary. The
duties of the various departments, except the Board of Public Works, may
be altered or combined as the council may direct.

Sec. 6.02. Board of Public Works.

The water, heat, light and other utilities of the City of Alexandria shall
be in charge of a water and light commission composed of not less than
three nor more then five members, as the council shall determine, known
as the Board of Public Works. The members of the Board of Public Works
shall be appointed for the terms of three years each by the city council.

If the council shall increase the membership of the board to more than
three, the first additional appointment shall be for two years, the second
additional appointment shall be for one year, and thereafter all appoint-
ments shall be for three years. ‘

See. 6.03.. Police Department,

~ The mayor shall be the head of the Police Department. There shall
be a chief of police and such other officers of the peace as the mayor,
from time to iime, may deem necessary. The chief and all regular officers
of the department shall posses the authority and rights of and perform 2all
the duties of law enforcement officers. The police civil service commission

shall continue to function as provided by siatute.

Sec. 6.04.; Fire Depgu-tment.

There shall be a chief of the Fire Department, who shail be elected
by its members from the personnel of the Fire Department of the City of
Alexandria, and whose election shall be confirmed by the council. He shall
serve until his successor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 6.05. Health Department.

. The Health Department shall be controlled by the Board of Health
which shall consist of three members appointed by the council, One mem-
ber of the board shall be a regularly licensed and practicing physician,

Sec, 6.06. Planning Department,

The Planning Depariment shall be controlled by & planning commission
which shall consist of seven members appointed by the council for terms
of three years. The city attorney and city engineer shall be advisory
members. The terms of any council members shall correspond to
the official tenures. The powers and duties of the planning commission
~ shall be defined by ordinance. :
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Sec$.0%.  Airport Commission,

The Airport Commission shall consist of three members, whose terms
shall be staggered so that each member will hold office for three years,
and one member will be appointed each year. The appointment of the
members of the Airport Commission shall be made by the council,

Sec. 6.08. Library Board.

: 'I‘hé Library Board shall consist of seven members who shall be ap-
pointed by the council for terms of three years. The terms of any council
members shall correspond to the official tenures.

Sec. 6.09. Park and Recreation Board.

There shall be a Park and Recreation Board consisting of such mem-
bership as the council shall from time to time determine.

ARTICLE VIi — TAXATION AND FINANCE
Sec. 71.01. Council‘to C‘_'dntt‘ol Finances.

The council shall have full authority over the financial affairs of the
city, and shall provide for the collection of all revenues and other assets,
the auditing and settlement of accounts, and the safekeeping and dis-
bursement of public moneys; and in the exercise of a sound discretion
shall make appropriations for the payment of all liabilities and expenses.

Sec. 7.02. The Budget,

Subd.l. Committee,

There shall be a city budget committee composed of the mayor, the
city clerk, and a member of the council selected by the council

Si:bd.' 2. Suhniission; C&iltents.

Not later than the first ‘méeting in August of each year, the city budget
committee shall prepare and submit fo the council a budget for the ensuing
fiscal yemr, exclusive of the publi¢ utility departments. The city ‘budget
shall be based upon detailéd estimates and shall present the following

information:

(a) An itemized statement of the appropriations recommended by the
city budget commitiee for current expenses and for permanent improve-
ments for the ensuing fiscal year, with comparative statements of the
appropriations and expenditures for the current and next preceding fiscal
year.

(b) Such other information as may be required by the council.

Subd. 3. Passage.

The budget shall be the principal item of business at the first regular
meeting in August and at all subsequent regular meetings until passed and
adopted. All interested citizens shall have reasonable opportunity to be
heard at said meeting. The annual budget finally agreed upon shall be
adopted by an aye and nay vote. The tofal sum appropriated in the budget
shall be less than the total estimated revenue and by a safe margin. The
council shall adopt the budget by resolution not later than the first day of
October:

The proposed budget shall have not less than two readings whict
readings shall be not less than seven days apart.
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Subd. 4. Enforcement,

It shall be the duily of the council to enforce strictly the provisions of
the budget. It shall not approve ahy order upon the city for any
expenditure unless an appropriation has been made in the budget, nor for
any expenditure covered by the budget unless there is sufficient unexpended .
balance left after deducting the total past expenditures and the sum of all
outstanding orders and encumbrances. No officer or employee of the city
shall place any orders or make ahy purchases except for the purposes and
to the amount authorized in the budgef. Any obligation incurred by any
person in the employ of the ciiy for any purpose not authorized in the
budget or for any amount in excess of the amount therein authorized shall
be a personal obligation upon the person incurring the expenditure.

Subd. 5. Alterations.

After the budgef shall have been adopted, the council shall not have
power to increase the amounts therein fixed, whether by the insertion of
new items or otherwise, beyond the estimated revenues unless the actual re.
ceipts shall exceed such estimates and in that event not beyond such actual
receipts. The sums fixed in the budget shall be and become appropriated at
the beginning of the fiscal year for the several purposes named therein and
no other. The council at any time, by a resolution passed by a four-fifths
vote, may reduce salaries or the sums appropristed for any other purpose,
or authorize the transfer of sums from unexpended balances to other
purposes, provided, however, that no reserve necessary to meet incurred
liabilities which will thereafter accrue shall he considered ic be un-
expended balance.

Sec. 7.03. Levy and Collection of Taxes.

On or before the first day of October each year, the council by resolu-
tion shall levy the taxes necessary to meet the requirements of the budget
for the ensuing fiscal year, subject {o the limitations of this charter. The
city clerk shall transmit to the county auditor annually, not later than the
tenth day of October, a statement of all taxes levied, and such taxes shall
be collected, and the payment thereof be enforced, as provided by the
statutes of the State of Minnesota. No tax shall be invalid by reason of any
informality in the manner of levying the same, nor because the amount
levied exceeds the amount required to be raised for the specific purpose
for which the same was levied; but in such ease, the surplus will go into
the fund to which such tax belongs.

Sec. 7.04. Board of Equalization.

The city clerk and the council members shall constitute a board of
equalization for the city. They shall meet and perform ftheir duties as
provided by law.

Sec, 7.05. Beorrowing.
Subd. 1. Bonded Indebtedness.

All provisions of the statutes of the State of Minnesota authorizing the
ineurring of indebtedness and the issuance of bonds or other evidences of
indebtedness and prescribing the procedure therefor, by cities of like power
and degree as the City of Alexandria, whether operating under home rule
charters or otherwise, are hereby referred to and made a part of this
charter.
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Subd. 2. Debt Limit.

The city shall not issue its bonds to an exient whereby its honded
irrdebtedness shall exceed the limits fixed by state law.

Subd. 3. Emergency Debt Cerfificates.

If in any year any calamity or other public emergency or unforeseen
circumstances should subject the city to the necessity of making expendi-
tures not provided for in the budget, then the council may authorize the
issuance and sale of emergency debt certificates to run not to exceed
one year and to bear interest at a rate in accordance with that authorized
by state statutes. The full amount of such certificates with interest to
maturity shall be included in the next budget and tax levied therefor. The
authorization of any lssue of such certificate shall take the form of an
ordinance approved by four-fifths of all the council members and such
ordinance, if necessary, may be passed as an emergency ordinance.

Sec. 7.06. Receipts to City Clerk,

All receipts of money belonging to the city, or any branch thereof,
excepting only those funds collected by the county treasurer, or those
funds pertaining to the operation of the public utilities, shall be paid to
the city clerk by the person authorized to receive the same at the close
of each business day. All such money received upon tax setflements
from the county treasurer, shall be deposited as soon as received in a
bank or banks approved by the city council, Any person in the employ of
the city guilty of a violation of this provision shall be liable to be reduced
in salary or to be dismissed from his office or position, as the council may
determine after a hearing. '

Sec. 7.09. Funds.

The city shall keep a general fund, a utility fund, and such other funds
that are required by this charter, or the ordinances of the city which will
include, but shall not be limited to, bond, principal and interest, or sink-
ing funds.

Sec. 7.08. Disbutrsements, How Made.

All disbursements except those made from public uiility funds shall
be made only upon regular vouchers issued by the city clerk, duly author-
ized by the council, and countersigned by the mayor, which shall indicate the
fund out of which the disbursements shall be made. Each crder, when
signed by the city clerk and countersigned by the mayor, shall become a
check payable to the payee at the bank indicated thereon. The clerk shall
issue no checks upon any fund except as above. No such check shall be
issued until there is money to the credit of the fund out of which it is to
be paid, sufficient to pay the same, together with all then outstanding
vouchers against and encumbrances upon such fund. Any check for ihe
payment of money violating any provision of this section shall be void
and any officer of this city viclating any provision of this section shall b2
personally responsible for the amount of such payment, if any such pay-
ment is made contrary to the provisions hereof, No claim against the city
shall be allowed unless accompanied by an itemized and verifisd state-
ment, payroll, or time sheet signed by the officer who has persconal know-
ledge of the facts in the case and vouches for the correctness and reason-
ableness of the claim. The council by ordinances may make further re-
gulations for the safekeeping and disbursement of the city’s funds.
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Sec. 7.09. Contracts and Purchases,
Subd. 1. RBids Reqﬁired When

In cases of work {0 be done by contract or in the purchase of property
of any kind, where the amount involved is more than the amount author-
ized by state statute to be expended without securing competitive bids
therefore, unless the council, by an emergency ordinance, shatl otherwise
provide, the city clerk shall procure bids in such manner as may be
designated by the council. Contracts of this magnitude shall be let only
to the lowest responsible bidder. The council, however, may reject any
and all bids. This section shall not apply to contracts or purchases of the
Board of Public Works as set forth in Section 10.03, Subd. 3.

Subd. 2. Execution of Contracts.

All contracts, municipal bonds, certificates of indebtedness, and all
instruments of every kind to which the e¢ity shall be a party, shall be signed
by the mayor and the city clerk in behalf of the city, and shail be executed
in the name of the eity and shall have the corporate seal of the city thereto
attached, ' '

Sec. 7.10. Accounting.
Subd. 1. Fiscal Year,

The fiscal year of 'the city shall end each year on the last day of
December. '

Subd. 2. Accounis and Reports.

The council may prescribe and enforce proper accounting methods,
forms, blanks and other devices consistent with the law, this charter and
the ordinances in accord with it. The city clerk shall submit {o the coun-
cil a statement each mionth showing the amount of money in the eity
treasury, the status of all funds, the amount spent or chargeable against
each of the annual budget allowances and the balances left in each, and
such other information relative to the finances of the city as the counecil
may require. Once in each year and on or before the first regular meeting
in March, the city clerk shall submit a report to the council covering the
entire financial operations of the city for the past fiscal year, Such report
shall be as complete in detail as said monthly reports and as complete as
required by the city council and shall cover the entire past fiscal year.
It shall also show the total outstanding bonds and debts of the city, the
maturity of the same, the amount of bonds and other evidences of indebted-
ness issued during the past fiscal year and the amount redeemed during
the same period. It shall also show the rate of interest of said bonds, or
other evidence of indebtedness. It shall show the condition of all the
annual budget allowances and contain an inventory of all the property
owned by the city, and such other information as the council may require.

Subd. 3. Annual Audit,

The books of the city shall he audited regularly at least once each year
by some reliable firm of certified public accountants employed by the city
council, or by the State Public. Examiner. In addition to reports furnished
the city council, such certified public accountants shall furnish a condensed
report covering their audit, and such condensed report shall be published
once in the official city newspaper. :
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ARTICLE VIII — PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS.

Sec. 8.01. Power-to Make.: .

The City of Alexandria shall have the power to make any and every
type of public improvement not forbidden by the laws of this state, and to
levy special assessments for all such as are of 2 local character.

Sec. 8.03, Amount of Assessments.

- Th'e:. amﬁurit assessed to benefited property ’to pay for loc.é,l improve-
ments may equal the cost of the improvement with interest until paid,

Sec. 8.03. Pending Improvements Continued,

All improvements commenced prior to the adoption of this charter
shall be continued and completed under and pursuant to the provisions of
the charter or law under which such improvements were begun.

Sec. 8.04. State Law Made Applicable.

Except as herein otherwise provided, the statuies of the State of Minne-
sota governing, controlling and regulating the making of public improve-
ments of every type and character, and of special ‘assessments therefor,
and all provisions for certificates of indebtedness in connection therewith,
and all future amendments thereto and supplements thereunto, shall apply,
govern, control and regulate in the City of Alexandria,

ARTICLE IX — EMINENT DOMAIN

. The City of Alexandria shall have and posses all the powers of eminent
domain conferred upon any munieipality by the statutes of the State. of
Minnesota, and shall exercise said powers in the form and manner pre-
scribed and provided by said statutes.

._ ARTICLE X — PUBLIC UTILITIES
Sec. 10.01. Powers of City

The city may construct or purchase its water, light, heat, power plant,
sewage disposal system, and plant, dnd. other public utility systems, and may
dispose of them whenever anthorized to do so by 2 majority vote of the
legal voters of the city voting upon that question.

The city may maintain, enlarge, extend, repair and operate the same.
It may furnish service for all municipal purposes and may supply the same
to the inhabitants of the city, and to such others as it may deem expedient.

Sec. 10.02. Beard of Public Works.
Subd. 1. Exclusive Management and Controel.

The solé:Lm-a,nagement and control of all such plants and systems shall
be committed to the Board of Public Works established by Section 6.02
hereof.

Subd. 2. Vacancies.

Any member who shall absent himself from board meetings for three
successive months without leave of absence granied by the board or excuse
satisfactory to the board, provided he has been notified of such meetings,
shall thereby forfeit his membership, and his office shall be declared
vacant. Vacancies shall be filled by the council. :
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Subd. 3. Organization,

Said board shall, immediately after the appointment of its members,
elect one of its members as president, and appoint a secretary. - -

Subd. 4. Secretary, Duties.

The secretary shall atiend the meetings of the board, keep a record
of its proceedings, keep the books of the board, collect all moneys due
on account of water, light, heat, and power rentals, and  from the
sale of material, and from all other sources connected with the pub-
lic utilities of the city, and deposit the same with the city clerk, taking
receipt therefor, and do and perform such other duties incident 1o such
employment as the board shall direet, or this charter my further pres-
cribe; and in such matters he shall be under the sole control and direction
of the hoard.

The secretary shall keep a set of books in his office which shall contain
a full and complete statement of the condition and operation of the utilities
system, a record of all money received by the board and paid over to the
city clerk, and all payments made for account of the utilifies system,
and all moneys due and owing to the board for any cause whatever, to-
gether with an accurate account of the condition of the different funds, and
of all the expenses of the board,

Subd. 5. Employees,

The board shall employ a superintendent, who shall be properly qua.liﬁed
and such other help as will enable it properly to perform its duties under
this charter and successfully operate said public utilifies system. The board
may discharge any employee at will. The duties and compensation of 1ts
employees shall be fixed by the board : .

Subd. 6. Bonds,

The secretary, superintendent, and .any other employees of the Board
of Public Works shall, before entering upon their duties, give a surety bond
to the board in such sums as may be fixed by the board, as security for the
faithful performance. of their official duties and for the safekeeping of
public funds, materials, supplies, and equipmeni. Such bonds shall be
approved by the Board of Public Works and filed with the .city élerk. The
premium on such bonds shall be paid by the board.

Sec. 10.03. Powers of Board.

Subd. 1. Bylaws, Rules.

Said board is hereby vested with full power to make and enforce such
by-laws, rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry into effect the
object and intent of this chapter and o cause all such by laws, rules and
regulations to be-entered in a book kept for that purpose and signed hy the
president and secretary, which, when so entered and signed, shall be open
at all times for inspection,

Subd. 2. Right of Entry; Prosecotion of Actions,

Said board and its employees may enter upon any premises for the
purpose of exa.mming the same and making surveys, and it may prosecute
any action, in the name of the city, against any person, for the use of
water, light, heat, or power, or for any injury to any of the property or
works entrusted to its care, or for the violation of its rules and regulations
governing the use of water, light, heat or power, or the management of
the plant and utilities system.
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The Board of Public Works shall have the necessary powers to restrain
and prevent any and all injuries to said utilities or the unauthorized use of
its products and services,

Said board is hereby authorized and required to restrain and prevent
any and all waste of power, water and light, and may, when in its judg-
ment necessary, shut off the power, water or light or take such other action
as in its judgment may be proper.

Subd. 3. Contracts.

The board shall have authority to contract for equipment and con-
struction of additional facilities without specific approval by the City
Council where the cost incurred for any one item or addition shall not
exceed the sum authorized to be expended by thé City of Alexandria pur-
suant to applicable State Statutes without first securing competitive bids.
If the cost of such item exceeds the amount authorized to be expended
without securing competitive bids, it shall first be recommended by the
board and authorized by the City Council. In all cases of work to be done
by contract, or in the purchase of personal property or supplies, where
the amount is more than the amount authorized to be expended in ac-
cordance with State Statutes without competitive bidding, unless the City
Council shall, by an emergency resolution otherwise provide, the council
shall advertise for bids. Contracts of this magnitude shall be let to the
lowest responsible bidder, but however, the ferm “lowest responsible bid-
der” shall be interpreted as giving the council the right to accept any bid
which it deems most advantageous to the board. The council may, how-
ever, reject any an all bids. The council may contract for doing work with
patented process or purchase patented appliances without bids.

Sec. 10.04. Duties of Board,
Subd. 1. Reports.

The board shall on the first of March of each year, and at other fimes
when requested to do so by the council, render a full and compleie report
setting forth the condifion of the utilities system, the improvemenis made
and cost of same, and a detailed report of the earnings and expenses. All
minutes of the board’s proceedings af regular or special meetings shall
be deemed to be public records and treated as all proceedings of other
municipal agencies and boards.

Subd, 2. Insurance.

The board shall maintain adequate insurance to safeguard the interests
of the city.

Subd. 3. Repair and Maintenance.

The board shall cause the utilities to be maintained in good repair and
working condition, and shall cause them to be continually operated in an
efficient manner at a reasonable cost and from time to time shall cause {0
be made all needed repairs, renewals and replacements.

Subd. 4. Disiribution, Rates,

Said board shall regulate the distribution and use of water, light power
and heat in ail places and for all purposes where the same shall be requirea
for either public or private use, and shall fix the price and rates therefor,
provided that in case of hydrants for extinguishing fires, and lights for the
streets, public buildings and other public places, the board shall fix and
locate the same as the eouncil may direct; provided that said board shall
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not charge the city for such water, light, power or heat a higher rate
than is charged to private parties. The city shall pay, out of the general fund
to the account of the board in four quarterly payments, at the price so
fixed by the board, for all services to the city for public purposes. The board
shall pay to the city an annual sum fixed by the council, not to exceed
156% of the preceding year’s net income, Said board shall fix and maintain
the rents and rates for power, water, light and such other facilities or plants
as may be under its control so that income from such services of the city
shall, in each fiscal year, be at least sufficient to defray the cost of the
operation, maintenance and extension of such public service and to pay
the interest and principal requirements on all bonds of the city which have
been issued on account of the construction of such publie services and to
maintain a sinking fund by transferring annually into said fund not less
than 5% of the gross revenues of the utility system. Said sinking fund to be
used for the replacement and repairs of properties under the control of
the board. : L

Sec. 10.05. - Certain Acts Prohibited.
Subd. 1. Extensions of Service, .

No extensions of the water, eleciric, and sewage systems of the bity
shall be made except when recommended by the Board of Public Works
and authorized by thg_a_ council S

Subd. 2. Sale of Public Utilities.

No public utility owned by the city, whether acquired prior to the adop-
tion of this charter or thereafter, shall be sold or ctherwise disposed of by
the city, unless the full terms of the proposition of said sale or other dis-
position thereof, together with the price to be paid therefor, shall have been
embodied in an ordinance passed by a four-fifths vote of the council'in
the usual way, and submitted to the electors at a general or special
election and approved by a two-thirds vote of the electors voting thereon.

Subd. 3. Discrimination,

- Any member of the board, or any employee of the board who- shall
knowingly omit any person or property from a proper assessment for waler
or light rentals, or other service, or refuse to collect the same, or who
shall discriminate in favor of any person, corporation or-property in regard
thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished therefor as prescrib.
ed by the ordinances of the ecity; or in case the offense is not punishable
under the ordinances of the city then as misdemeanors are punished under
the criminal laws of the state.

ARTICLE XI — FRANCHISES
Sec. 11.01. Defined.

The word “franchisé” as used in this charter shall be construed to
mesn any special privilege granted for the purpose of profit to any person
or corporation, over, upon or under any of the streets, alleys or public
places of the City of Alexandria, whether such privilege has been granted
by the ity of Alexandria or by or under the State of Minnesota.

It shall also be construed to mean the privilege granted to any person
or corporation of furnishing for profit from any established plant, factory
or works, to any person, corporation or to the public generally, any electrie-
ity or gas for lightihg or heating purposes or motive power; any water



CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 23

through service pipes for general use or motive power; or any steam for
heating purposes or motive power, whether such privilege has been or shall
hereafter be granted by said city or by or under said state. ‘

Sec. 11.02, Ordinances Granting Franchise; Requirements.

Every ordinance by which the Council shall propose to grant any
franchise shall contain all the terms and conditions of the franchise and
shall be adopted as all other ordinances in and for the City of Alexandria
before such ordinance shall be enforced.

See, 11.03. Regulation of Rates,

The City shall have the power to regulate and control the maxi-
mum rate to be charged by any corporation or person exercising
any franchise in the city for the service rendered by it in the city, but
such price shall be fair and reasonable to such corporation or person and
o the public. The manner in which such rate shall be regulated shall be
fixed by the council by ordinances and said council shall have the right
and is hereby authorized to prescribe by ordinance for the appointment of
commissions to investigate and hear and determine all questions with
reference to rates to be charged by any such corporation or person. The
Council may by ordinance provide that every person or corporation exer-
cising any franchise in the city shall pay a franchise fee and the amount
thereof and the method of its collection,

Sec. 11.04. Reporis Required.

Every corporation or person exercising any franchise in the City of
Alexandria shall file annually such reports and statements certified by
such officer or agent of the corporation or person as may be required by
the applicable franchising ordinance. Said statement shall be open to pub-
lic inspection and if the owner of any such franchise refuses or neglects
to file such report as herein provided by the applicable ordinance, the
council may proceed by ordinance to cancel and revoke such franchise.

ARTICLE XII - MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITORY
PROVISIONS

Sec. 12.01. Official Publications.

The counicil shall annually designate a legal newspaper of general
circulation in the city as the official newspaper, in which shall be published
such measures and matters as are by this charter and by the laws of
this state required to be published, and such other matters as the council
may deem it wise to have published.

Sec. 12.02. City O‘fficex's,‘Fa,vors or Coniracts.

No officer or employee shall be directly or indirectly interested in any
contract, work or business of the city, or in the sale of any article, the price
or consideration for which is paid from the treasury or by assessment
levied by any act or ordinance; nor in the purchase or lease of any real
estate or other property belonging to the city, or which shall be sold for
taxes or assessments, or by virtue of legal process at the suit of the city.
No officer shall be connected with or in the employ of any public service
corporation in the city, or of any person having any contract with the city,
or of any grantee of a franchise granted by the city.

Any contract or agreement made in contravention of this section shall
be void. Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be deemed a
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misdemeanor and shall disqualify the offender from continuing in office or
in the employment of the city and shall be removed therefrom. The council
shall enforce. the provisions of this section by appropriate*legislation,

Sec. 12.03. Adverse Possession,

'No right, title, estate, or easement of the ity in any property shall be
lost by adverse Ipossessmn or occupancy, and no statute of limitations shall
opera.te against the city in favor of any person occupying any public pro-
perty or highway, whether such highway shall have been improved or not.

Sec. 12.04. Sale of Real Property.

... No real property of the city shall be disposed of except by ordinance or
resolutlon The proceeds of any such sale shall be used as far as possible
to retire any outstanding indebtedness incurred by the city in the purchase,
construction, or .improvement.of this or other property used for the same
- public purpose; but if there be no such outstanding indebtedness, then the
couneil may by a resolution adopted by a. four-ﬂfths vote de51gnate some
. other public use for such proceeds.

Sec. 12.05. Vacation of Streets

" No-street or alley within tle city shall be discontinued except by ordm-
ahice approved by a four-fifths vote of the council. A record of such vacation
shall be made in the office of the Register of Deeds of the county. ‘

See¢, 12.06. Effect of Statutes.

.. All general laws and statutes of the state applicable to all cities oper-
ating. under home: rule charters, or applicable to cities of the same class
.as the City of Alexandria operating under home rule charters “and not
1nconsxstent with the prowvisions of this charfer, shall apply to-the City of
- Alexandria and sha.ll be construed a8 supplementary to the prov1smns of
this charter. IREACI :

Sec. 12.07, Existing 6rdiriances Continued.

All ordinances.and regulations of. tlie city in force when this charter
takes effect and not inconsistent with -the provisions thereof are hereby
continued in full force and effect until amended or repealed

Sec. 12.08. Ordmances to Make Cha,rter Efi‘ectwe

The counc11 is hereby empowered to, and 1t shall by ordmance or
resolution, make . such. regulatlon.s as may be necessary.to earry out and
make  effective the .provisions , of .this amended charter. This amended
charter shall become effective forthwith after the same.has jbeen duly
adopted by a vote of the electors voting thereon, subject to the reasonable
regulations of the council as aforesaid to carry out.and ‘make the same
effective. The present city officials shall continue to hold office.until their
successors take office” pursuant to this charter and the regulations which
the -council rna)y adopt to ca.rry out and make the same effectwe
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Transmittal Order

TO THE HONORAEBLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, MINNESOTA

We, the undersigned Charter Commission consisting of fifteen free-
holders duly appointed by the District Judges of the Seventh Judieial District
of Douglas County, Minnesota, to draft amendmenis to the original Home
Rule Charter of said City, dated June 8, 1908 and Amendments thereto, pur-
suant to Section 36 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Minne-
sotar and the state laws enacted pursuant. thereto, do hereby respectfully
propose and submit for adoption by the qualified voters of said City the
foregoing proposed amendments to said City Charter, by which the Charter
of said City dated June 8, 1908 and Amendments thereto, be and the same
are hereby amended by striking out all of the provisions thereof and sub-
stituting therefor the foregoing proposed amendments.

Dated this 2nd day of November, 1959.

RUDOLPH L. SWORE, Chairman
GLADYS HEDINE, Secretary
CECIL BARTHELEMY
FLOYD BOLIN _

GEOQ. E, BUSCHER

LEE JOHNSON

HENRY KECK

LEO KLINKENER

INNIS LERQOY

JULIAN NEWHOUSE

DR. E. R. SATHER

A. C. SCHNEIDERHAN
CONNIE SIEMSSEN
GEORGE TEESON

OTTO TESSMER

Certification

I, Lee M. Heweii, Mayor of the City of Alexandria, Minnesota do
hereby certi{y that the hereto attached document was duly prepared by a
board of fifteen freeholders duly appointed hy the District Judges of the
Seventh Judical District of Douglas County, Minnesota, in which said City
of Alexandria is located, pursuant to Séction 36 of Article IV of the Con-
stitution of the State of Minnesota and the state laws enacted pursuant
thereto, for the purpeose of submitting amendments to the original Home
Rule Charter of said City dated June 8, 1908 and Amendments thereto, and
by said board of frecholders duly presented to the undersigned mayor of
said City and by him presented to the City Council, who thereupon duly
ordered said proposed Amendments to the City Charter to be submitted to
the voters of said City at a special election to be held for thai purpose
on Tuesday, December 15, 1959.
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I further certify that sald election was held on said date and said
proposed Amendments to the City Charter were duly ratified by the voters
of sald City at said election by the following vote: 297 votes for the adop-
tion of said proposed amendments, and 174 votes against the adoption of
s?ldtiproposed amendments, there being a total of 471 votes cast in said
election

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have hereunto affixed my name as
Mayor of said City and caused the seal of said City to be affixed this 18th
day of December, 1959,

LEE M. HEWETT
Mayor of the City of
: Alexandria, Minnesota
ATTEST: :

(Seal)
EARL K. LAMB
City Clerk

Certification of
Charter Amendments

I, Vernon J. Bisson, Mayor of the City of Alexandria, Minnesota, do
hereby .certify that the hereto attached document contains a correct and
true text of charter amendments adopted by the City Council in ordinance
form by Ordinance No. 78, 2nd Series on July 29, 1976, pursuant to Min-
nesota Statuies 410.12, Subd. 6 and subsequently approved by the voters
of said City.

I further certify that the proposed amendments to the charter were
submitted by order of the Council to the qualified voters of the City of
Alexandria on November 2, 1976, pursuant o Minnescta Statules 410,12,
Subd. 4, and at that election the amendments were approved pursuant to
the requlrements of anesota. Statutes 410,12, Subd. 4, by the following
vote:

Yes No
1, Section 2.04 e 1664 1559
2. Section 3.02 e 1686 1687
3. Section 6.06 oo ————— 1941 1297
4, Section 6.08 .o e 2502 726
5. Section 2.01; 2.02 Subd. 1, 2 and 3; 2.03 Subd. 1;

2.06 Subd. 2 (b); 2.07 Subd. 1 and 3; 2.10; 3.02;

3.03; 4.02; 4.04; 5.01 Subd. 2; 5,04 Subd. 5;

6.03; 7.04; 705 Subd. 3; 7.06; 7.07;, T.09

Subd, 1; 7.10 Subd. 2; 10.02 Subd. b5, 10.03 :

Subd. 3; 10.0¢ Subd. 1; 11.02; 11.03 and 11.04 _______. 2202 207

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed my name as Mayor of
the G1ty of Alexandria, this 5th day of November, 1976.

VERNON J. BISSON
Mayor of the City of
: Alexandria, Minnesota
ATTEST:
(Seal)
ARLAN E, JOHNSON
City Clerk and Treasurer
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