
ORDINANCE NO. 602 
2ND SERIES 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 10, RELATING TO SIGNS 

 
 
The City Council of the City of Alexandria does ORDAIN: 
 
SECTION I.  That Section 10.24 of the Alexandria City Code is hereby amended by deleting the 
entire section and replacing it with the following: 
 
Section 10.24. Signs. 

 Subd. 1. Purpose, Intent and Findings.  The City Council finds it 
necessary for the promotion and preservation of the public health, safety, welfare and aesthetics 
of the community that the construction, location, size, conspicuity, brightness, legibility, 
operational characteristics and maintenance of signs be controlled. Signs have a direct and 
substantial impact on traffic safety, pedestrian safety, community aesthetics and property values. 
The City Council recognizes that a great percentage of signs that are blighted, unattractive, or 
provide an unsafe distraction to motorists can be corrected by sensible quality control through 
adequate maintenance, inspection and operational guidelines. With respect to electronic signs, the 
City council finds that they are highly visible from long distances and at very wide viewing 
angles both day and night and are designed to catch the eye of persons in their vicinity and hold it 
for extended periods of time. If left uncontrolled, electronic signs constitute a serious traffic 
safety threat. Studies conducted by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Research 
Review of Potential Safety Effects of Electronic Billboards on Driver Attention and Distraction, 
Sept. 11, 2001 and The Role of Driver Inattention in Crashes: New Statistics from1995; the 
University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, Distractions in Everyday Driving, 
May 2003 and The Role of Driver Distraction in Traffic Crashes, May 2001; the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, Synthesis Report of Electronic Billboards and Highway Safety, 
June 10, 2003; the Municipal Research and services Center of Washington, Sign Control 
Provisions, Jan. 2006; and the Veridan Group, Video signs in Seattle, Gerald Wachtel, May 2001, 
reveal that electronic signs, are highly distracting to drivers and that driver distraction continues 
to be a significant underlying cause of traffic accidents. 
 
The City Council intends by this Section of the City Code to establish a legal framework for sign 
regulation in the City. The regulations promulgated in this Section are intended to facilitate an 
easy and agreeable communication between people while protecting and promoting the public 
health, safety, welfare and aesthetics of the community. It is not the purpose or intent of this 
Section of the City Code to prefer or favor commercial messages or speech over non-commercial 
messages or speech or to discriminate between types of non-commercial speech or the viewpoints 
represented therein. The purposes of the regulations promulgated in this Section include: 
 

1. To eliminate potential hazards to motorists and pedestrians using the public streets, 
sidewalks, and rights-of-way; 

2. To safeguard and enhance property values; 
3. To control nuisances; 
4. To protect government investments in public buildings, streets, sidewalks, traffic 

control and utility devices, parks, and open spaces; 
5. To preserve and improve the appearance of the city through adherence to aesthetic 

principles, in order to create a community that is attractive to residents and to non-
residents who come to live, visit, work, or trade; 

6. To eliminate excessive and confusing sign displays; 
7. To implement the City's Comprehensive Plan; 
8. To encourage signs which by their design are integrated with and harmonious to the 

surrounding environment and the buildings and sites they occupy; 
9. To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare; and 
10. To provide for fair and consistent enforcement of the regulations set forth herein. 

 
  Subd 2.   Application of Regulations and Substitution Clause.  This 
section shall apply to the location, erection, and maintenance of signs in all zoning districts within 
the City of Alexandria, Minnesota.  The owner of any sign which is otherwise allowed by this 
Section of City Code may substitute non-commercial copy or message in lieu of any other 
commercial or non-commercial sign copy or message without any additional approval or 
permitting subject to the operational standards set forth herein.  The purpose of this provision is 
to prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial speech or message over non-commercial 
speech or message.  This provision prevails over any more specific provision to the contrary. 
 



  Subd 3.   Severability.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Section is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of the Section.  The City Council hereby declares that it 
would have adopted any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, or phrase thereof, irrespective 
of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
be declared invalid 
 
  Subd. 4 Definitions. 
  

  A. Abandoned Sign.  Any sign and/or its supporting sign 
 structure which remains without a message or whose display surface remains blank for a period 
of one (1) year or more, or any sign which pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer 
applies, shall be deemed to have been abandoned.  Permanent signs applicable to a business 
temporarily suspended because of a change in ownership or management of such business shall 
not be deemed abandoned unless the property remains vacant for a period of one (1) year or more.  
Any sign remaining after demolition of a principal structure shall be deemed to be abandoned.  
Signs which are present because of being legally established nonconforming signs or signs which 
have required a conditional use permit or variance shall also be subject to the definition of 
abandoned sign  
 
   B. Alteration.  Refers to any major alteration to a sign, but shall not 
include routine maintenance, painting or change of copy of an existing sign. 
 
   C. Animated Signs.  A sign depicting action or motion, flashing, or 
color changes. 
 
   D. Architectural Projections.  Any projection which is not intended 
for occupancy and which extends beyond the face of an exterior wall of a building but shall not 
include the sign. 
  
   E. Area Identification Sign. A freestanding sign which identifies a 
residential subdivision, a multiple residential complex, a shopping center, and industrial area, an 
office complex, or any combination. 
 
   F. Awning.  A temporary hood cover which projects from the wall of 
a building and of a type which can be retracted, folded or collapsed against the face of the supporting 
building. 
 

G. Awning Sign.  A building sign or graphic printed on or in 
 some fashion attached directly to the awning material 
 

H. Banners.  A sign advertising products or services 
being offered to the public or directing one's attention to goods and services composed of lightweight 
material either enclosed or noted enclosed in a rigid frame and mounted to be moved by atmospheric 
conditions. 
 
   I. Billboards.  A billboard, poster panel, painted bulletin board, or 
other communications device which is used to advertise products, goods, and/or other services which 
are not exclusively related to the premise on which the sign is located.  Billboards include off-
premise signs. 
 
   J. Building Facade.  That portion of any exterior elevation of a 
building extending from grade to top o the parapet wall eaves and the entire width of the building 
elevation. 
 
   K. Building Sign.  Any sign attached or supported by any structure 
used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. 
 
   L. Business Frontage.  The property line at the front of a building in 
which the business is located or the location of the main public entrance of said building.   
 
   M. Canopy Sign.  Any message or identification which is affixed to a 
projection or extension of a building of structure, erected in such manner as to provide a shelter or 
cover over the approach of any entrance of the store, building, place of assembly. 
 

N. Changeable Copy Sign.  Any sign or portion thereof which 
has a readerboard for the display of text information in which each alphanumeric character, 
graphic or symbol is defined by objects, not consisting of an illumination device and may be 



changed or re-arranged manually or mechanically with characters, letters, or illustrations that can 
be changed or rearranged without the altering the face or the surface of the sign. 
 
   O. Changeable Copy Sign, Electronic.  A sign or thereof that 
displays electronic, non-pictorial, text information in which each alphanumeric character, graphic, 
or symbol is defined by a small number of matrix elements using different combinations of light 
emitting diodes (LED’s), fiber optics, light bulbs or other illumination devices within the display 
area.  Electronic changeable copy signs include computer programmable, microprocessor 
controlled electronic displays.  Electronic changeable copy signs do not includes official or time 
and temperature signs.  Electronic changeable copy signs include projected images or messages 
with these characteristics onto building or other objects. 
 
   P. Commercial Speech.  Speech advertising a business, profession, 
commodity, service, or entertainment. 
 
 
   Q. Directional Signs.  A sign erected on a premise or private property 
that bears the address and/or name of business institution, church or other use of an activity plus 
directional arrows or information on location. 
 
   R. Electronic Graphic Display Sign.  A sign or portion thereof 
that displays electronic, static images, static graphics, or static pictures, with or without text 
information, defined by a small number of matrix elements using different combinations of light 
emitting diodes (LED’s), fiber optics, light bulbs or other illumination devices within the display 
area where the message change sequence is accomplished immediately or by means of fade, re-
pixelization or dissolve modes.  Electronic graphic display signs include computer 
programmable, microprocessor controlled electronic displays.  Electronic graphic display signs 
include projected images or messages with these characteristics onto building or other objects. 
 
   S. Establishment. Any of the following definitions should apply:  1) 
a distinct business entity situated in a single building, 2) a distinct business entity located in a 
structure attached to other similar structures by common wall and ceiling or floors, or attached by 
means of an enclosed arcade, 3) a distinct business entity contained within a single structure and not 
separated by walls or other physical barriers, but made distinct due to its existence as a single leased 
space and operation by separate entrepreneurs or by its singularity of purpose. 
 
   T. Flashing Sign.  A directly or indirectly illuminated sign or 
portion thereof that exhibits changing light or color effect by any means, so as to provide 
intermittent illumination that changes light intensity in sudden transitory bursts and creates the 
illusion of intermittent flashing light by streaming, graphic bursts showing movement, or any 
mode of lighting which resembles zooming, twinkling, or sparkling with an interval between 
flashes of less than six seconds. 
 
   U. Free-standing Sign.  Any stationary or portable, self-supported 
sign not affixed to any other structure.  A sign supported by one or more columns, uprights, or braces 
in or upon the ground, not attached to or forming part of a building. 
 
   V. Governmental Sign.  A sign that is erected by a governmental unit 
for the purpose of identification in directing or guiding traffic. 
 
   W. Grade.  Grade shall be construed to be the final ground elevation 
after construction.  Earth mounding criteria for landscaping and screening is not part of the final 
grade for sign height computation. 
 
   X. Illuminated Sign.  Any sign which is lighted by an artificial light 
source either directed upon it or illuminated from an interior source. 
 
   Y. Information Sign.  Any sign giving information to employees, 
visitors or delivery vehicles but not containing any advertising or identification. 
 
   Z. Institutional Sign.  A sign or bulletin board which identifies the 
name or other characteristics of a public or private institution on a site where the sign is located. 
 
   AA. Interior Sign.  A sign which is located within the interior of any 
building, or within an enclosed lobby or court of any building, and a sign for and located within 
the inner or outer body, court or entrance of any theater. 
 



   BB. Marquee.  Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond 
a theater building or extending along and projecting beyond the wall of that building, generally 
designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather. 
 
   CC.  Marquee Sign.  Any building sign painted, mounted, constructed, 
or attached in any manner, on a marquee. 
 
   DD. Monument Sign.  Any freestanding sign with its sign face 
mounted on the ground or mounted on a base at least as wide as the sign and which has a  
height exceeding eight (8) feet. 
 
   EE. Motion Sign.  Any sign which revolves, rotates, has any moving 
parts or gives illusion of motion. 
 
   FF. Multiple Tenant Site.    Any site which has more than one (1) 
tenant, and each tenant has a separate ground level exterior public entrance. 
 
   GG. Nameplate.  A sign indicating the name and address of a building 
or the name of an occupant thereof and a practice of a permitted occupation therein. 
 
   HH. Non-Commercial Speech.  Dissemination of messages not 
classified as Commercial Speech which include, but are not limited to, messages concerning 
political, religious, social, ideological, public service and informational topics. 
 
   II. Nonconforming Signs.  Any advertising structure or sign which 
was lawfully erected and maintained and which fails to conform to all the applicable regulations and 
restrictions of this ordinance. 
 
   JJ.  On-Premise Messages.  Identify or advertise an establishment, person, 
activity, goods, products or services located on the premises where the sign is installed.   
 
   KK. Off-Premise Sign.  A sign, including the supporting sign structure 
which directs the attention of the general public to a business, service or activity not usually 
conducted or a product not usually offered or sold upon the premise where such a sign is located. 
 
   LL. Parapet.  A low wall which is located on a roof of a building will 
be known as a parapet for the purpose of this section. 
 
 
   MM.  Portable Signs.  Any sign which is manifestly designed 
to be transported, including by trailer or on its own wheels, even though the wheels of such sign 
may be removed and the remaining chassis or support is converted to another sign or attached 
temporarily or permanently to the ground since this characteristic is based on the design of the 
sign.  Portable signs are considered a type of temporary sign.   
 
   NN. Private On-Premise Directional Signs.  Signs which provide 
direction or instruction, and are located entirely on the property to which they pertain. 
 
   OO. Projecting Signs.  A sign other than a wall sign which is affixed to 
the building and which extends perpendicularly from the building wall. 
 
   PP. Pylon Sign.  Any freestanding sign which has its supportive 
structure(s) anchored in the ground and which has a sign face elevated above ground level by 
pole(s) or beam(s) and with the area below the sign face open. 
 
   QQ. Roof Line.  The uppermost line of a roof of a building or in the 
case of extended facade, the uppermost height of said facade. 
  
   RR. Roof Sign.  Any sign which is erected, constructed, or attached 
wholly or in part upon or over the roof of a building. 
 
   SS. Rotating Sign. A sign which revolves or rotates on its axis by 
mechanical means. 
 
   TT. Sign.  Any structure, device, advertising, advertising device, or 
visual representation intended to advertise, identify, or communicate information to attract attention 
of the public for any purpose including but not limited to symbols, letters, figures, illustrations, or 
forms pained or otherwise affixed to a building or structure, any beacon or search light intended to 



attract the attention of the public, and any structure or device designed to border, illuminate, animate, 
or project a visual representation, provided however, that this definition shall not be held to include 
official notices issued by any court or public office or officer in the performance of a public duty, and 
traffic control signs as defined in the Motor Vehicle Act. 
 
   UU. Sign Area.  That area within the marginal line of the surface which 
bears the advertisement or in the case of messages figures or symbols attached directly to the part of 
the building, that area which is included in the smallest rectangular or geometric figure which can be 
made to circumscribe the message, figure or symbol displayed thereon. 
 
   VV. Sign Height.  The vertical distance measured from the grade to the 
top of a sign. 
 
   WW. Sign Structure.  The supports, uprights, bracing and framework 
for a sign including the sign area. 
 
   XX. Street Frontage.  The proximity of a parcel of and to one or more 
streets.  An interior lot has one (1) street frontage and a corner lot has two (2) frontages. 
 
   YY. Temporary Sign.  Any sign or sign structure which is not 
permanently affixed or installed, and is intended to be displayed for a limited period only to 
promote a specific event of activity or is a pedestrian-oriented sign displayed during business 
hours.   
 
   ZZ. Video Display Sign.  A sign that changes its message or 
background in a manner or method of display characterized by motion or pictorial imagery, which 
may or may not include text and depicts action or a special effect to imitate movement, the 
presentation of pictorials or graphics displayed in a progression of frames which give the illusion of 
motion, including but not limited to the illusion of moving objects, moving patterns or bands of light, 
or expanding or contracting shapes, not including electronic changeable copy signs.  Video display 
signs include projected images or messages with these characteristics onto building or other objects 
 
   AAA. Wall Sign.  A sign which is affixed to the exterior wall of a 
building and which is parallel to the building wall.  A wall sign does not project more than twelve 
(12) inches from the surface to which it is attached nor does it extend beyond the top of the parapet 
wall. 
 
   BBB. Window Sign.  Any building sign, pictures, symbol, or 
combination thereof, designed to communicate information about an activity, business, 
commodity, event, sale, or service, that is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or 
glass and is visible from the exterior of the window. 
 
  Subd. 5. Exemptions.  The following signs are allowed without a permit, but shall 
comply with all other applicable provisions of this subdivision.  These exemptions, however, shall 
not be construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its erection and 
maintenance, and its compliance with the provisions of this ordinance or any other law or ordinance 
regulating the same. 
 

A. The changing of copy on an existing sign does not require a 
permit, when the original owner, tenant or operator continues in business at the original location 
where the sign is located. 
 

B. Signs six (6) square feet or less in size (two sign maximum 
 per property).  Signs must be 10’ from side lot lines and must be a minimum of 50’ from each other.  
This paragraph does not apply to signs authorized by Subdivision 13.   
 
   C.  Permanent Window Signs.  Except in residential zones, for each 
ground floor occupancy of a building not more than 25% of the window surface may have signage 
painted on or otherwise displayed from the inside surface of any window, showcase or other similar 
facility.  Said signs shall be in addition to those signs permitted under the other provisions of this 
Code. 
 
  Subd.6.  Prohibited Signs.  The following signs are specifically prohibited 
by this section: 
 
   A. Which purports to be or resembles an official traffic control device, 
sign, signal, railroad sign or signal; or which hides from view or interferes in any material degree 
with the effectiveness of any traffic control device, sign, signal, railroad sign or signal, or the sign 



area of which obstructs or interferes with the driver's view of approaching, merging, or intersecting 
traffic for a distance not to exceed 500 feet. 
 
   B. Which prominently displays the word "stop" or "danger." 
 
   C. Which contains statements, words, or pictures of an obscene, 
indecent, or immoral character, or such as would offend public morals or decency. 
 
   D. On any right-of-way of the interstate system of highways, except as 
otherwise provided by law or allowed by the commissioner. 
 
   E. On private land without the consent of the owner thereof. 
 
   F. On trees, shrubs, or which are painted or drawn upon rocks or 
natural features, or on public utility poles. 
 
   G. Which has distracting flashing or moving lights so designed or 
lighted as to be a traffic hazard. 
 
   H. To which access can be obtained only from an interstate main 
traveled way but excluding frontage roads adjacent thereto. 
 
   I. Which are structurally unsafe, in disrepair or are abandoned. 
 
   J.  Off-premise signs in or within 500 feet of a national, state, or local 
parks, historical sites, and public picnic or rest areas or within 100 feet of a church or school. 
 
   K.  No person shall park any motorized vehicle or trailer on a public 
right-of-way, public property, or on private property, which has attached thereto or located thereon 
any sign or advertising device which provides the advertisement of products, services or directs 
people to a business.  This subsection shall not, however, prohibit in any form vehicular signs which 
are attached to or affixed on a motor vehicle. 
 
   L.  No sign shall display any moving parts, nor shall it be illuminated 
with any flashing or intermittent light, nor shall it be animated.  All displays shall be shielded to 
prevent any light to be directed at oncoming traffic in such brilliance as to impair the vision of any 
driver.  No device shall be illuminated in such a manner as to interfere with or obscure any official 
traffic signs or signal.  This section, however, does not include time, temperature or other similar 
informational signs. 
 
   M.  Any sign which contains or consists of pennants, ribbons, 
streamers, string of lights, spinners, or similar devices. 
 
   N.  Street banners which are thrust over public property unless such 
banners are for civic purposes and approved by the City. 
 
   O. Signs not listed as permitted are prohibited. 
 
  Subd. 7. Traffic Hazards.  No sign permitted by this section shall, by reason of its 
location, color or intensity, create a hazard to the safe, efficient movement of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic.  No private sign shall contain words with might be construed as traffic controls, such as 
"stop", "caution", "warning", etc. unless such sign is intended to direct traffic on the premise. 
 
  Subd. 8. Sign Maintenance.  All signs and sign structures shall be properly 
maintained and shall be kept in a safe orderly condition.  In addition, all parts and supports shall be 
properly painted.  Any sign or sign structure which is rotted or unsafe, deteriorated, defaced or 
otherwise altered, shall be repainted, or repaired or replaced by the licensee, owner or agent of the 
owner of the property from which the sign stands. 
 
  Subd. 9. Sign Location.  No sign other than public or governmental sign shall be 
erected or temporarily placed within any street right-of-ways.  No sign or sign structure shall be 
erected or maintained so as to prevent fire ingress or egress from any door, window, or fire escape.  
No sign or sign structure shall be attached to a standpipe, street light or fire escape.  No sign shall 
obstruct traffic flow or sight views nor constitute a traffic hazard. 
 
  Subd. 10. Projecting Signs.  A projecting sign shall be at least seven (7) feet 
above the sidewalk and three (3) feet away from the curbline.  Projecting and wall signs may not 
extend above the ridge line or highest point of the roof. 



 
  Subd. 11. Temporary Signs.   
 
   A. Portable or temporary changeable copy signs over twelve (12) 
square feet but not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area are allowed provided: 
 
   1. A sign permit is issued for the sign. 
 
   2. The sign is not located in the public right-of-way. 
 
   3. The sign does not obstruct sight views or constitute a traffic hazard. 
 
   4. The sign may be illuminated but shall not contain any flashing, 
blinking, moving, rotating or exterior lights. 
 
   5. Only one temporary portable changeable copy sign shall be 
allowed per lot of record or business. 
 
   6. No more than four (4) permits per lot of record or business in any 
twelve-month period. 
 
   7. Each permit shall be valid for no more than ten (10) calendar days. 
 
   8.  Permits shall be issued only for temporary non-commercial speech 
signs.  
 
   B. Pedestrian-oriented portable signs located in business or industrial zoned 
districts which do not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area are allowed with a permit provided that 
said signs are limited to two (2) signs per business frontage, are not located in the public right-of-
way, are within 15 feet of the principal structure(s), do not contain any flashing, blinking, moving, 
rotating or exterior lights, and in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator do not constitute a traffic 
hazard.  Such signs must be separated by not less than fifty (50) feet and must be setback from 
adjoining property lines by not less than ten (10 ) feet. 
  
  Subd. 12. Billboards.  The construction of a billboard shall comply with the 
following requirements: 
 
   A. Location.  All billboards may be erected or maintained only in the 
I-1 “Light Industrial“ or I-2 “Heavy Industrial” zoning districts.  Any billboard or off-premise sign in 
existence in any other zoning district as of the effective date of this ordinance may be allowed to 
continue as an existing, non-conforming use and thus may not be enlarged, improved or relocated on 
the same site. 
 
   B. Spacing. 
 
    1. Signs shall not be erected or maintained in such a manner 
or place as to obscure or otherwise physically interfere with an official device or a railroad safety 
device or sign, or to obstruct or physically interfere with the driver's view of approaching, merging, 
or intersecting traffic for a distance of five hundred (500) feet. 
      
    2. No billboard shall be erected closer to any other such 
billboard sign than one thousand (1000) feet, provided that this provision shall not prevent the 
erection of a double-faced, back-to-back or V-type advertising device and further providing that such 
spacing requirement shall not apply as between any off-premise advertising device permitted under 
the provisions of Laws 1971, Chapter 883.  Additionally, no billboard shall be erected less than five 
hundred (500) feet from the surface of the Central Lakes Trail, or within three hundred (300) feet of 
any property located in a residential zoning district. 
   
    3. No billboard shall be erected closer to any other legally 
conforming business sign, whether detached or attached, on the same or a separate property, than 
fifty (50) feet. 
 
   C. Size.  No billboard shall exceed four hundred (400) square feet in 
area and no portion of a billboard sign shall extend beyond the regular face of the sign framework. 
 
   D. Height.  No billboard shall exceed 36 feet in maximum height. 
 



   E. Lighting.  All billboard lighting is to be hooded and directed away 
from any adjacent public roadway.  Additionally, all illumination shall be external. 
 
  Subd. 13. Banners.  Temporary banners may be used without a permit for 
grand openings and special events limited to once a year not to exceed ten (10) calendar days.  
Permanent banners are allowed as wall signs in accordance with the sign area requirements of 
Subdivision 15B. 
 
  Subd. 14. Non-Commercial Speech.  Notwithstanding any other provisions 
of this sign ordinance, all signs of any size containing non-commercial speech may be posted from 
August 1 in any general election year until ten (10) days following the general election and thirteen 
(13) weeks prior to any special election until ten (10) days following the special election.  The 
provisions of Minnesota Statutes 211.04, relating to non-commercial signs, are hereby incorporated 
into this ordinance. 
 
  Subd. 15. Permitted Licensed Sign.  The following are permitted signs 
which require a sign permit in accordance with the following zoning district: 
 
   A. Within the A-O, R-1, R-2, Districts, the maximum sign area of a 
single sign is eight (8) square feet and the maximum total area of all signs is 16 square feet..  Awning 
signs and canopy signs are prohibited. 
 
   B. Within the R-3 and R-4, and Residential PUD Districts, the 
maximum sign area of a single sign is 12 square feet and the maximum total area of all signs is 24 
square feet.  Awning signs and canopy signs are prohibited. 
 
   C. All signs permitted under Subdivision 5 and Subdivision 11 of this 
section, so long as they meet the size requirements described in Subdivision 15. 
 
   D. Within the R-B, B-1, B-2, I-1, I-2, and I-B, and mixed-use PUD 
districts signs are subjected to the following size and type regulations: 
 
    1. All signs permitted under Subdivision 5 of this section. 
 
    2. The following types of on-premise business signs are 
allowed; wall sign, awning sign, canopy sign, changeable copy sign, electronic changeable copy 
sign, electronic graphic display sign, and video display sign.  The total sign area for all signs shall not 
exceed twenty (20) percent of the gross silhouette area of the business portion of the principal 
building, except as noted in Section 10.24, Subd.15.D.3.  If the sign relates to a future on-premise use 
on the site where the sign is located, the maximum sign area for all signs is 64 square feet. 
  
Where the principal building is on a corner lot or has double frontage, the sign area is limited to 
twenty (20) percent of the building silhouette area visible from the public street(s), again except as 
noted in Section 10.24, Subd. 15.D.3.  The maximum allowable sign area is three hundred (300) 
square feet, except as noted in Section 10.24, Subd. 15D..3.  Additionally, pylon signs are limited to 
the following total maximum area, based upon the gross square footage of the principal building and 
subject to the overall area limitations contained in this subdivision. 
 

Gross Floor Area (Sq. Ft.)  Max Area (Sq. Ft.)
<2200  90 

2201 – 4400  150 
4401 – 7500  170 
7501 – 9200  175 

9201 – 17,600  195 
17,601 – 19,800  205 
19,801 – 22,000  220 
22,001 – 24,000  240 

>24,000  250 
 
For single business properties with sufficient frontage, multiple pylons will be allowed provided they 
can be set back from the adjacent or adjoining lot line a minimum of fifty (50) feet and are no closer 
to each other, as measured parallel to the property frontage, than one-hundred fifty five (155) feet. 
  
   3. In cases where the building area has a sign area exceeding the 
maximum allowable sign area allowed under Subdivision 15B of this section.  A larger sign area is 
allowed not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the exposed and visible building silhouette area. 
 



   4.  Changeable Copy Signs and Electronic Changeable Copy 
Signs.  Applicants who wish to install an electronic changeable copy sign must meet the following 
standards: 
 

a. The sign must be located on the site of the use identified or advertised by the 
sign; 

b. The sign must not be located in an A-O, R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4 zoning district 
unless the sign is approved as part of a conditional use permit; 

c. The sign must be a wall sign or paired with non-changeable copy signage on a 
freestanding sign; 

d. The changeable copy portion of a freestanding sign must be smaller than the 
non-changeable copy portion; 

e. The maximum size shall be 40 square feet or 40% of the maximum pylon sign 
size allowed if said maximum is greater than 100 square feet.  This does not 
supercede any of the standards contained in Subd. 15.B.4.c and 15.B.4.d;  

f. These signs must be separated from other changeable copy signs, electronic 
changeable copy signs, electronic graphic display signs or video display signs 
by at least 35 feet; 

g. When located within 150 feet of a residentially used lot in a residential zone, all 
parts of the sign must be oriented so that no portion of the sign face is visible 
from an existing or permitted principal structure on that lot, unless the sign is 
approved as part of a conditional use permit; 

h. Audio speakers or any form of pyrotechnics are prohibited in association with 
the electronic changeable copy sign. 

i. Flashing electronic changeable copy signs are prohibited. 
 
  5. Video Display Sign.  Applicants who wish to install video display signs 
must meet the following standards.    
 

a. The sign must be located on the site of the use identified or advertised by the 
sign; 

b. The sign must be located in the R-B, B-1, B-2, I-1, I-2, I-B, or A-P zone.  They 
may be located in other zones only if approved as part of a conditional use 
permit; 

c. The sign must be a wall sign, unless approved as part of a conditional use 
permit; 

d. The maximum size shall be eight square feet; 
e. Video display signs shall count toward the maximum allowable square footage 

on the site; 
f. A maximum of sixteen square feet of video display signs are allowed per 

principal building; 
g. Video display signs must be separated from other changeable copy electronic 

changeable copy signs, electronic graphic display signs or video display signs 
by at least 35 feet; 

h. The sign must have a maximum illumination of 3500 nits (candelas per square 
meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas 
per square meter) between dusk to dawn as measured from the sign’s face at 
maximum brightness. 

i. Video display signs must have an automatic dimmer control to produce a 
distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a lower level for 
the time period between one half-hour before sunset and one half-hour after 
sunrise; and 

j. Audio speakers or any form of pyrotechnics are prohibited in association with 
the video display sign. 

k. Flashing video display signs are prohibited 
 
  6. Electronic Graphic Display Sign.  Electronic graphic display signs must 
meet the following standards. 
 

a. The sign must be located on the site of the use identified or advertised by the 
sign; 

b. The sign must be located in the R-B, B-1, B-2, I-1, I-2, I-B, or A-P zone. They 
may be located in other zones only if approved as part of a conditional use 
permit 

c. The sign must be a wall sign or paired with non-changeable copy signage on a 
freestanding sign; 

d. The changeable copy portion of a freestanding sign must be smaller than the 
non-changeable copy portion; 



e. The maximum size shall be 40 square feet or 40% of the maximum size for a 
pylon sign for properties whose maximum pylon sign size exceeds 100 square 
feet.  This does not override any of the standards contained in Subd. 14.B.6.c 
and 14.B.6.d 

f. Electronic graphic display signs must be separated from other changeable copy 
signs, electronic changeable copy signs, electronic graphic display signs or 
video display signs by at least 35 feet; 

g. When located within 150 feet of a residentially-used lot in a residential zone, 
any part of the electronic graphic display sign must be oriented so that no 
portion of the sign face is visible from an existing or permitted principal 
structure on that lot; 

h. Audio speakers or any form of pyrotechnics are prohibited in association with 
the electronic graphic display sign; 

i. The sign must have a maximum illumination of 3500 nits (candelas per square 
meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas 
per square meter) between dusk to dawn as measured from the sign’s face at 
maximum brightness. 

j. Electronic graphic display signs must have an automatic dimmer control to 
produce a distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a 
lower level for the time period between one half-hour before sunset and one 
half-hour after sunrise 

k. Flashing electronic graphic display signs are prohibited. 
   
  7.   Height.  The following maximum sign heights shall apply: 

a) Freestanding signs north of 18th Avenue-18 feet 
b) Freestanding signs between 18th Avenue and T.H. 27/34th Avenue-24 feet 
c) Signs south of T.H. 27/34th Avenue-36 feet 
d) Signs within 100 feet of the Interstate 94 right-of-way and 100 feet of the 

Interstate 94/T.H. 27 and Interstate 94/T.H. 29 interchange right-of-way-45 
feet 

 
  Subd. 16. Planning Commission Review.  In instances where an applicant 
requests a sign in excess of the sign area or sign number requirements of this section, the Planning 
Commission may waive the appropriate requirements and approve the sign.  In its deliberations, the 
Planning Commission shall consider: 
 
   A. The location, size and design of the proposed sign(s). 
   B. The character of the surrounding area. 

C. The consistency of the proposed sign(s) in comparison to 
 existing signs located in the surrounding area. 
D. The appropriateness of the proposed sign(s) in light of the 
 anticipated use of the property, or 
E. The granting of a waiver that will not be detrimental to the 

public welfare nor create an adverse affect upon the surrounding 
property. 

 
 The decision of the Planning Commission shall be final subject to appeal in accordance with 
Section 10.23 of this Ordinance. 
   
  Subd. 17. Administration. 
 
   A. Permits.  n.  No sign shall be erected, altered, reconstructed, or 
moved in the City without first securing a permit from the City.  The content of the sign shall not be 
reviewed or considered in determining whether to approve or deny a sign permit.  Application for the 
permit shall be in writing addressed to the issuing authority and shall contain the following 
information: 
 

1. Names and addresses of the owners of the display structure and property; 
2. the address at which any signs are to be erected; 
3. the names of the licensed sign hanger erected the sign, if applicable; 
4. the lot, block and addition at which the signs are to be erected and the street on which 

they are to front 
5. a complete set of plans showing the necessary elevations, distances, size and details to 

fully and clearly represent the construction and place of the signs; 
6. type of sign (i.e. wall sign, pylon sign, etc.) 
7. if the proposed sign is along a state trunk highway or interstate highway, the application 

shall be accompanied by proof that the applicant has obtained a permit from the state for 
the sign. 



 
   B. Sign Hangers License.  All sign hangers engaged in the business 
of erecting, constructing, enlarging, alteration, repair, moving, removing, demolition, or equipping a 
sign shall be required to be licenses annually.  Fees for the sign hangers license shall be established 
by the Alexandria City Council. 
 
   C. Fees.  The fee for an application to the Planning Commission and 
all sign permits shall be established by the Alexandria City Council. 
 
   D. Enforcement.  The Zoning Administrator is empowered to enforce 
the provisions of this Ordinance as necessary to carry out the purpose of this Ordinance.  The 
Administrator shall cause to be removed any sign that endangers the public safety such as an 
abandoned, dangerous, or electrically or structurally defective sign or a sign for which no permit has 
been issued or a sign which obstructs or interferes with the public right-of-way.  A notice of violation 
shall be mailed to the sign holder citing the violation.  If the violation is not corrected within ten (10) 
days, the City shall have the authority to remove the sign.  No notice is required to be provided to the 
holder of a temporary sign not meeting the requirements of Subdivision 10 of this Section, and the 
Street Commissioner, Chief of Police or Zoning Administrator are hereby expressly authorized to 
immediately remove and impound such a temporary sign, the costs of which removal and 
impoundment shall be charged against the owner of the site on which the sign was displayed. 
 
SECTION II.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 
publication. 
 
ADOPTED by the city Council of the City of Alexandria this 9th day of April, 2007, by the 
following vote: 
 
YES:  CARLSON, WEISEL, BENSON, FRANK 
 
NO:  NONE 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 
       ______________________________ 
       /S/  H. Dan Ness, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: ________________________________ 
     /S/  James P. Taddei, City Administrator 
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