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We have scheduled our Annual Contractor Training for Wednesday, January 25th.  It will be held at the Broadway Ballroom in Alexandria.  We are currently working to finalize a half-day of “Legal Issues for Contractors” and a half-day of “Residential Energy Code” for the training.    

The Annual Plumbing Training has been scheduled for Thursday, January 19th.   This training will be held at the Broadway Ballroom.  Scott Thompson from MN Plumbing Code Training will be returning to present his new program.
We have also scheduled a “Catch Up” Plumbing training session for Tuesday, October 25th.   Scott Thompson from MN Plumbing Code Training will be conducting the training, which will be held at City Hall. This session is designed for master or journeyman plumbers who may be in need of code or technical hours to meet their 2016 licensing requirements. Technical hours will be provided from 8-10, with code hours being provided from 10-4:30. You may attend either or both.   Please register online at MNPlumbingTraining.com for this session.   

More information and registration materials will be mailed out early Fall.  
New Permitting Program

……..Getting Closer
After several years of starts and stops, the Building Department is happy to report that a new building permitting program is getting closer to becoming a reality!  We have decided that the LOGIS Permitting and Inspection software best suits our needs and are hoping to have it in place and operational before the 2017 construction season.  A few of our favorite features of this software are its ability to do e-permitting, online inspection scheduling, and online review of inspection status.  Although there may be some bumps along the way as we make this transition, we are confident that once in place it will be timesaver for everyone.  We will have a short presentation about this program at our Annual Contractor Training.  
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City Noise Ordinance

The City of Alexandria does have a noise ordinance which restricts construction activity to between 7:00 AM and 6:00 PM.  Although this ordinance is enforced by the City Police Department on a complaint basis, the Building Department also receives numerous complaints about work being conducted outside of these hours.  We understand the challenges of working during hot summer days and explain to the complainant that construction is a temporary inconvenience.  That said; try to be considerate of the neighborhood in which you are working.  Sometimes a preemptive visit with the neighbors can go a long way in keeping the peace.  
Backflow Prevention
Did you Know? 
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Drainage of Fixtures Located Below the Next Upstream Manhole or Below the Main Sewer Level:

Section 710.0 of the new 2015 Minnesota State Building Code states the following:  
Backflow Prevention:  Fixtures installed on a floor level that is lower than the next upstream manhole cover of the public or private sewer shall be protected from backflow of sewage by installing an approved type of backwater valve.  Fixtures on such floor level that are not below the next upstream manhole cover shall not be required to be protected by a backwater valve.  Fixtures on floor levels above such elevation shall not discharge through the backwater valve.  Cleanouts for drains that pass through a backwater valve shall be clearly identified with a permanent label stating “backwater valve downstream”. 

Section 710.6 Backwater Valves, goes on to say:  
Backwater valves shall be located where they will be accessible for inspection and repair and, unless continuously exposed, shall be enclosed in a masonry pit fitted with an adequately sized removable cover.  

Backwater Valves Continued…

Backwater valves shall have bodies of cast-iron, plastic, brass, or other approved materials; shall have noncorrosive bearings, seats and self-aligning discs; and shall be constructed so as to ensure a positive mechanical seal.  Such backwater valves shall remain open during periods of low flows to avoid screening of solids and shall not restrict capacities or cause excessive turbulence during peak loads.  Unless otherwise listed, valve access covers shsll br bolted type with gasket, and each valve shall bear the manufacturer’s name cast into the body and cover.  

This requirement will likely impact many of your projects, so be aware of it. Please incorporate this into your future projects where needed, as we will be looking for this during our inspections. 
Construction Stormwater
A New Face in the Field……
The City has contracted with Widseth, Smith and Nolting to do our SWPPP stormwater inspections.  Gene Berger, will be the individual whom you will see out in the field.  Gene is very experienced with stormwater management/inspection and gets that construction isn’t perfect.  Gene’s creative problem solving and educational approach will help us to all do a better job in complying with the MPCA requirements.  
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We Can Do Better……
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Fireblocking

Proper installation of fireblocking is often overlooked during construction.  As a matter of fact, it is one of the most common things we write up during a framing inspection.  

The purpose of fire blocking is to prevent fire from spreading through the concealed spaces of a building. It works by dividing framing cavities into separate compartments, slowing the passage of flames and combustion air.
Ironically, fire blocking material does not have to be fire-proof. It just has to keep the fire from getting fuel (air/oxygen).
What can be used for fireblocking?

· 2-inch nominal lumber
· Two pieces of 1-inch nominal lumber with broken lap joints
· 23/32 structural wood panel with the joints backed by same
· ¾-inch particleboard with joints backed by same
· ½-inch drywall
· ¼-inch cement board
· Batts or blankets of mineral wool or fiberglass installed to remain securely in place
Where is fireblocking required in wood- frame construction?  

· In concealed spaces of stud walls and partitions, including furred spaces and parallel rows of studs or staggered studs, as follows: 
· Vertically at ceiling and floor levels

· Horizontally at intervals not exceeding 10 feet

Fireblocking Continued….
· At all interconnections between concealed vertical and horizontal spaces such as soffits, dropped ceiling and cove ceilings.

· In concealed spaces between stair stringers at the top and bottom of the run.

· At openings around vents, pipes, ducts, cables and wires at ceiling and floor levels.  

· At chimneys and fireplace penetrations

A diagram detailing these locations has been included on the last page.  
Prevent Heat Ilness
It’s important to take steps to prevent heat illnesses from occurring. Think: Water. Rest.  Shade. 

• Drink water every 15 minutes, even if you are not thirsty. 
• Rest in the shade to cool down. 
• Wear a hat and light-colored clothing. 
• Learn the signs of heat illness and what to do in an emergency. 
• Keep an eye on fellow workers. 
• Acclimate during your first days of work in the heat; be sure to get used to the heat and allow yourself to build up a tolerance. Not being used to the heat is a big problem. 
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