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2022 Construction – A Changing Skyline 

2022 was a fantastic year for construction in the Greater Alexandria area.  Although new single-
family construction remained curiously consistent, investment in commercial projects was off 
the chain! 

During 2022, the Building Department reviewed, process and issued 1,191 permits within their 
jurisdiction, which includes the City of Alexandria, along with parts of Hudson, Lagrand and Lake 
Mary Townships.  Of this total, 656 were building permits, 209 were plumbing permits and 326 
were mechanical permits.  2022 permitted estimated valuation, including plumbing and 
mechanical work, totaled $131,754,601.  This compares to $70,874,438 for 2021.  When the 
contract area of Alexandria Township, which is served by Building Department staff is included, 
2022 permitted estimated valuation totaled $147,224,002.   

Commercial  

Commercial construction was off the charts throughout 2022, with the Top Ten projects totaling 
$72,138,200 and accounting for 54% of the total permitted estimated valuation.  

Top Ten 

1. Good Neighbor Properties, LLC 
Site Address: 2930 34th Avenue West 
Contractor: C.I. Construction, LLC - Alexandria MN 
Designer: Ringdahl Architects – Alexandria, MN 
Description: 252,000 Square-Foot Warehouse 
Valuation: $16,000,000 
 

2. Minnesota Teen Challenge, Inc.  
Site Address: 525 Willow Drive 
Contractor: Nor-Son Construction - LLC, Wayzata, MN 
Designer: Station 19 Architects, Inc. – Minneapolis, MN 
Description: 60,399 Square-Foot MN Teen Challenge Treatment Facility 
Valuation: $11,000,000 
 

3. Minnesota District Council of the Assemblies of God 
Site Address: 605 Birch Avenue 
Contractor: Brunton Construction, North Mankato, MN 
Designer: Brunton Architects and Engineers – North Mankato, MN 
Description: 27,132 Square-Foot Camper Housing, Office & Assembly/Pool Area 
Valuation: $8,600,000 
 
 
 



4. Alomere Health 
Site Address: 207 18th Avenue East 
Contractor: BCI Construction, Inc. - Alexandria, MN 
Designer: JLG Architects – Alexandria, MN   
Description: 27,989 Square-Foot Outpatient Rehab Center 
Valuation: $8,400,000 
 

5. VIE Church, Inc.    
Site Address: 2671 S. McKay Avenue 
Contractor: Unique Construction - LLC, Alexandria, MN 
Designer: Yhr Partners – Moorhead, MN 
Description: 54,254 Square-Foot Church, Daycare and Dual Court Gymnasium 
Valuation: $8,000,000 
 

6. Innovative Enterprises of Minnesota, LLC 
Site Address: 3800 Minnesota Street 
Contractor: Innovative Builders – Alexandria, MN 
Designer: Widseth – Alexandria, MN 
Description: 108,644 Square-Foot Industrial Addition 
Valuation: $7,500,000 
 

7. Northstar Christian Academy 
Site Address: 3744 Pioneer Road 
Contractor: Baru Contracting, LLC – Alexandria, MN 
Designer: JLG Architects – Alexandria, MN 
Description: 24,526 Square-Foot Family Dormitory 
Valuation: $4,500,000 
 

8. CTB Building, LLC 
Site Address: 504 Broadway 
Contractor: Innovative Builders – Alexandria, MN 
Designer: Infinite Design Consulting – Alexandria, MN 
Description: 30,456 Square-Foot 3 Story Retail and Office Building 
Valuation: $3,654,200 
 

9. Farmers Union Oil Company 
Site Address: 1705 Broadway 
Contractor: Westmore Industries – Morris, MN 
Designer: Ringdahl Architects – Alexandria, MN 
Description: 6,368 Square-Foot Convenience Store and Canopy 
Valuation: $2,250,000 



10. Geyen Investments, LLC 
Site Address: 217 Jefferson Street 
Contractor: Innovative Builders – Alexandria, MN  56308 
Designer: Infinite Design Consulting – Alexandria, MN 
Description:  5,345 Square-Foot Dentistry Center 
Valuation: $2,234,000 
 

Multi-Family 
 
Although several previously permitted multi-family projects were under construction during 
2022, there were no new multi-family housing permits issued during 2022.   
 
Residential  
 
Construction of new single family dwellings continued to be on course throughout 2022, with a 
total of 72 units being constructed within the City of Alexandria, its code administration area, 
plus the contract area of Alexandria Township.  Estimated valuation of this construction totaled 
$28,916,545.  This compares to 82 units in 2021, with a valuation of over $31 million. 
 
The average per unit valuation for single family dwellings permitted during 2022 was 
approximately $400,000, which is likely an under valuation.   
 
The map on the following page shows the location distribution of the 72 new single-family 
dwellings constructed during 2022.    
   
Storm Damage 
 
On May 12th and May 30th the Greater Alexandria Area experienced significant storm damage 
from a tornado/and high wind event.  It is estimated that approximately 300 permits issued 
during 2022 were related to storm damage, with the majority of them related to roof damage.  
Much work has been completed, however much more work remains to be done. It is anticipated 
that storm damage repair will continue through 2023.  
 
Building Inspections 
 
During 2022, Building Department staff conducted 2,876 inspections.  This included 1,991 
Building inspections, 460 Plumbing inspections and 425 Mechanical inspections.  Approximately 
13,715 miles were logged conducting these inspections.   
 
It is interesting to note that the City’s building code administration area contains 47.44 square 
miles.  Of that, 17.81 square miles are located within the City limits.  The contract area of  



 



Alexandria Township contributes another 23.99 square miles to the area, bringing the total area 
covered by the City Building Department to 71.43 square miles.   
 
Construction Stormwater Management 
 
Managing stormwater from new construction remains an important function for the City.  We 
don’t always think about how much land we are covering each year with new construction and 
the impact that can have.  It’s eye opening to think that just the building square footage for this 
year’s Top Ten commercial projects, covered over 13 acres of land.  And that doesn’t include 
associated driveways, parking lots and landscaping.  
   
As more and more land is being covered with hard surfaces, it is very important that we continue 
to carefully analyze the impact those changes will have, and find innovative ways to minimize 
negative impacts to our lakes and streams.   
 

Public Nuisance Abatement 
 
Timely public nuisance enforcement is integral to maintaining the quality of life we enjoy in 
Alexandria.     
 
Public nuisances include things such as high grass, inoperable vehicles, collection of junk and 
unusable items, garbage accumulation, dilapidated/unsafe structures, and the like. During 2022, 
the Building Department partnered with the Police Department on some aspects of public 
nuisance enforcement. Four Community Service Officer Interns assisted Building Department 
staff with high grass and unlicensed/inoperable vehicle complaints.  
 
During 2022, 204 nuisance complaints were received by the City.  These complaints resulted in 
534 inspections. Each complaint requires a minimum of two on site visits, and many require 
several more.  The City conducted 23 property cleanups.  Two structures were deemed hazardous 
and abated by demolition during 2022.   
 
Education 
 
Continuing education continues to be an important component in providing quality code 
administration. Building Department staff obtains education throughout the year from various 
sources, including the Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry, the Annual Institute for 
Building Officials, ICC Region III, Northwest Chapter of Minnesota Building Officials, and others.   
 
The City’s Annual Contractor Training continues to be well received by the over 125 local 
contractors/designers/ATCC students who attend it, and has also caught the attention of the 



State for the good work being done in Alexandria.   Continuing education is important.  The more 
we all know, the better we all do.   
 
Milestones 
 
July 1, 2022, was the 50-year anniversary of the State Building Code.  On July 1, 1972, every city 
and county that had a building code was required to begin enforcing the same code: the State 
Building Code.  Prior to this date, a city or county could enforce anything that they chose to.   
 
Our building official trainee, Steve Zabel, finished up his two-year training program with the City 
and has been hired as a full time inspector.  This brings Building Department staffing levels back 
to where they were in 2013.   

 
Looking Forward…. 
 
From early indications, 2023 looks to be another busy year for construction in the Greater 
Alexandria Area.  Building Department staff is ready to take on the challenges that come with this 
activity.   

  

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


